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PREFACE 
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T HE, following 1 con- 
tain the Subſtance of a 
Correſpondence, which origi- 
nated_from a Sentiment expreſſ- 
ed by he Author, but not ad- 
5 by his Friends; That 
« the 5 es of Grace in the 
« Goſpel, with their IN, 
might be referred to the good 

« genſe of an intelligent rlon, 
« with no leſs Succeſs than the 
„Truths of Morality and Na- 


„ tural © Religion.“ Whether 


the Author has ſupported his 
Poſition, and executed his De- 


ſign ſucbeſefully, the candid Pu- 


blic will determine. But the 
Attempt 
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Attempt is new, the Argument 
ſimple, and the Light in which 
the Subject is placed, obvious 
to thoſe of plain Underſtandings. 
To prove that the Evidence of 
the Truth of the Goſpel amounts 
to Certainty, is a Deſign that 
muſt engage the Attention of 
all who have any Regard to Re- 
ligion. 


LETTER 


— FEY 
tm tur ath eee * 
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1— objec al the. 
heart, is, in the ene Ld 
men of reflection, treated wit 
leſs decency hy. che preſent age, 
than any. ache kde of ge- 
neral concern. That it is 
wholly neglected by one great 
body of men, and groſsly miſ- 
regreſemed by another, whilſt 
a few only think, and act, with 
Propriety concerning it, is the 
perſuaſion of all men of thought. 
Libertine * though not 
- i FR 


* | The Deſign. 7a 


| profeſſed, are really adopted, 
* 1 of mankind; 01 
3 number con- 
tlaner to disfigure · Chriſtianity by 
Fanaticiſm. Amidſt theſe ex- 
tremes Religion ſuffers eſſenti- 
ally, and is in danger of being 
loft in Britain. According to the 
natural tendency of things, and 
by the righteous 41. gr of 
God, we are in danger of 
verting to that darkneſs and fo 
enge out of which, by the 
favour of Providence, we lately 
emerge. 2 


Between infidelity m and * 
ſtition, there is a ſtricter connec- 
tion than is generally appre- 
hended. I would not detain you 
by attempting, at preſent, to 11 
Luſtrate this connection. J 
you 


„„ dE Ee oo io ee re tie 


Let. 1. She Deſign. _ 


you it will occur, that when 
men have permitted the true 
Object of worſhip to eſcape their 
attention, and have loſt all juſt 
ideas of Him, they will, in the 
diſtreſsful ſcenes of life, have 
recourſe to a Deity conſonant to 
the habitual tone of their own 
minds. In danger, the ſavage 
flees:to his God for protection. 
Men, inured to ſenſible objects, 
and ſtrangers to the Divine cha- 
racter, will, in calamity, betake 
themſelves to a Divinity conge- 
nial to their own fouls. The ſu- 
ꝓerficial ideas formedby frivolous 
minds of that God whom they 
habitually neglect, will not ſatis- 
fy them amidſt the importan 
evils of life. They flee to one 
correſponding to the groſsneſs 
introduced into their intellectual 


Powers. FR 
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The philoſophical ſages of 
modern times, adepts m the 
knowledge of human nature, 
have, with a zeal proportioned 
to the .ardour of their wiſhes, 
promoted the cauſe of infideli- 
ty. Apoſtles of divers denomi- 
nations are commiſſioned to pro- 
pagate libertine principles among 
all ranks, and in all places; and 
their aſſiduity can be equalled 
only by their ſucteſs. Nor is 
their courage much inferior to 
either; for they have adventur- 
ed to tell their diſciples what 
can be ſwallowed only by ſuch 
as are befooled by falſe philo- 
ſophy, or beſotted by diſſipa- 
tion. Theſe they have acquaint- 
ed with a marvellous expedient, 
when, at any time they might 
zud ge it neceſſary to 1 

Doc, 
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God, “ To place between Him 
and their own minds, ſome viſi- 


« hleobjectof worſhip. Nor have 
they ſcrupled to produce the wiſe 


policy of modern Rome, in ſup- 


port of this wonderful effort of 
human ſagacity. Neither do they _ 
heſitate to develope the grand 
and ultimate object of * 

moſt meritorious miſſion. 
The project of reconciling the 
minds of the Britiſh ware to 
« arbitrary and deſpotic govern- 


* ment.“ Thoſe whoſe minds are 


fettered by ſuperſtition, will ea? 
ſily be induced to ſtretch forth 


their hands to the chains of 


deſpotic controul. Men who 
are enſlaved by diffipated ha- 
bits, can be free in no ſenſe what- 
ſoever *. 
* Sce Hume's Hiſtory, paſſim. 


B 3 Other 
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Other advocates we have, 
of an inferior denomination, for 
the cauſe of Libertiniſm, more 
fly, but no leſs dangerous. They 
admit certain truths in our Re- 
ligion; but this they do, that 
they may undermine the reſt. 
Having extracted from Chriſti- 
anity it's eſſential and vital 
principles , the inert remain- 
der will quickly be rejected by 
all men of ſenſe and ſpirit. 


When you obſerve; ſuch plans 
of thinking received with ap- 
probation, and their authors 
eareſſed and richly recompenſed 
by thoſe- of the firſt rank, you 
will be at no loſs to form a — 
judgement of the ſtate of Reli- 
gion, as well as of the under- 


Dr. Prieſtly, and his followers, 
ſtandings. 


) 


The Deſigu. 7 


**. 1. 
ſtandings and the hearts of 
ſuch as take the lead in the 


moſt. 5 concerns of. 
mankind... 


f On the other 2 there are 
not wanting numbers profeſſing 
the ſtricteſt attachments to the 
general truths of religion, ho 
injure eſſentially the good cauſe 
they intend. to maintain hav- 
ing contracted a certain ondneſs. 
for; peculiar tenets, fayourite- 
phraſes, and words, in eſtimation- 
with. ſome admired leaders; of 
thoſe they are more tenacious, 
than of what is ſtamped with. 
Divine. authority. And ſuch as. 
have not for theſe noſtrums the 
ſame ſuperſtitious veneration, 
they do not hold to be objects 


of Chriſtian. charity. Such as: 
| B 4 underſtand: 


underſtand the diſtinction betwixt 
the opinions of men, and the 
doctrines of God, they regard 
with jealouſy, often with male- 
volence: of intolerant principles 
and narrow views, they ſcruple 
not to. ſup the party they 
have eſpo a, by the only re- 
maining means of perſecution 
againſt thoſe, who, in all that 
is eſſential, hold the ſame pre- 
cious faith with themſelves. They 
maintain the authority of their 
favourite teachers, at the ex- 
pence of what ĩs moſt eſſential in 
Religion, | 13 | bd 


Thoſe, Wen of an 
tempers and warm hearts, who 
have taſted the ſweets of enthu- 
haſm, wiſh to drink deep of 
the cup. If they are indulged in 

| their 


rr 


Let. 1. The Deſign. 9 
their imagination, the whole 
frame of their minds will quick- 
ly become diſordered, and in- 
volve them in moſt pernicious er- 
rors. Their hearts are tainted, 
their ſouls Viftorted, and their 
whole ſentiments and behaviour 
receive a tincture of what is wild 
and difguſtful. They regard the 
fictions of a frantic imagination, 
more than the truths of God, 
or than even the mandates of the 
moſt favourite divines; and, truſt- 
ing to impreſſions, inſpirations, 
viſions, and revelations, they 
overleap thoſe mounds whereby 


ſociety is preſerved in peace. 


Among us Fanatieiſm hath not, 


in many inſtances, appeared in 


theſe enormous colours, but an 
unbridled imagination leads to 


every exceſs, nor are there 


wanting 


70 Die Deen. Let. v. 


wanting ſome alarming ſymp- 
toms of this malady. Circum- 

ction becomes thoſe who are 
— diſpoſed to Religion, and 
by ſuch the beginnings of an 
evil ſo malignant in its influence 
will be checked. | 


| "Whatever tends to disfigure 
or "diſcredit the Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, will be carefully avoided 
by the real friends of Religion. 
Libertines are quick: ſightedy aa 
to the errors of the Religious; if 
the latter betray artifice, or pre- 
varicate in any degree with Re- 
ligion, by the FA they will 
be quickly detected. We charge 
Scepticks and Infidels with dil. 
honey, Certain it is, that 
' when a man of underſtanding 
rejedts the obvious. dictates of 
common. 


Let. 1. The Deſign.” 11 


common Ganſe; he forfeits the 
character of uprightneſs—or his 
brain is diſtempered. Good 
men are zealouſly cautious a- 
gainſt the: diſnonour of Religion. 
Extremes originate from arti- 
fice, but their noxious influence 
may be more fully explained, if 
I ſhall be indulged leiſure and 
health to execute. your com- 
mands. 


In giving an account of the 
diſpenſation of divine grace, you 
will pleaſe to obſerve; that I 
ſhall appeal continually to your 
own good ſenſe, as the ſtandard 
to which the great and leading 
truths of Religion ought to be 
referred. To a mind ſeriouſly 
diſpoſed, it will appear no leſs 
8 to acquieſce in the 

N judgement 


"> The Deen. Let. 1. 


judgement we inſtantly form 
upon the perception of obvious 
truth, than it is to reſt in the evi- 
dence of our ſenſes, in judging of 
external objects. Nor is there leſs 
abſurdity, and diſingenuity, in re- 
jecting the former than the lat- 
ter. By this ſtandard you will 
form a true judgement both of 
the cavils of Libertines, and of 
what may be offered in defence 
of the Truth; for thus only we 


arrive at certainty, which the 


human mind. moſt anxiouſly 
deſires in Religion. That in 
the commencement, progreſs, 
and concluſion of our enquiries, 
our minds may be enlightened 
by the Spirit of Truth, is the 
earneſt prayer of him, Who has 
the honour to be, 
Madam, 

| Yours, &e. 


I. ET TE R II. 
MADAM, 


K ELIGION, whe: exhi- 
| bited to the mind in its 
— native purity, free from 
adventitious ornaments, and 
the inventions of men, will 
recommend itſelf to the rea- 
ſon and conſcience of man- 
kind, by its beautiful fimpli- 
city, and by its happy tenden 
cy to re-unite the foul to God, 
and raiſe it to perfection. Such 
as are unpractiſed in the arts of 
ſelf- ſeduction, and have not been 
corrupted by weak or deſigning 
den, will feel their attention 


4 engaged, 


0 mode of * will admit no 
3 I ttruth 
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ngaged, and their hearts cap- 
Natel, by the diſpenſation of 
ivine grace, contained in the 
Goſpel. A plain, ſimple, and 
conciſe gecotint of it, guartled 
againſt'extremes of every deno- 
mination, and excluſive of thoſe 
tenets, about which good men 
differ, may, by the bleſſing -of 
operate on their minds the 
moſt ſolutary effects. The candid 
mind only will admit the truth. 


To thoſe one who are free from | 


the deluſtve influence of arti- 
fice, would I offer the grace 


of the Goſpel. Minds prepoſ- 


Ted by artificial ſyſtems, inflam- 


ed with zeal for modes and cir- 


cumſtances of no importance, 


or determined againſt Religion 


as a trivial object; all of this 


FF 


> a us. 1 ee _ 7 
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truth oppoſed to their prejudices: 
for their minds are cloſed and 
ſhut up, and can diſcern no ex- 
cellence in whatever does not 
coincide with their 'procomecived 

6 TR ERC 


Of all eo our modern 
pretenders to freedom of thought 
and enquiry, and to ſuperior 
wiſdom and knowledge, te leaſt 
qualified to admit the truth; for 
they are diſtinguiſhed by their 
"bigotry, and enſlaved by that 
'artifice, which originates from 
the domination of imperious 
paſſions. Hence their reaſon- 
ings, employed to prove that all 
nations have always been ſo well 
informed of the truths that con- 
cern their duty and happineſs, 
as vo render all further diſcoveries 
e unncceſſary; z 


16 The Neceſſity, and Let. 2. 


unneceſſary; though any no- 
vice in claſſical learning was qua- 
lified to expoſe the futility of 
theſe reaſonings, they produced 
a religious diſpute, which, upon 
any other ſubject, would have 
been deemed impertinent. 


_ - If the Lord of a great family, 
who had gone into a far coun- 
try, ſhould tranſmit to his do- 

meſticksinſtruQions, ſuperadded 

to thoſe he had left with them, 
occaſioned by their miſmanage- 
ment or negle&; if ſome of his 

{ſervants ſhould affect to contemn 

ſuch inſtructions as ſuperfluous, 

on account of their being, with- 
out them, already ſufficiently 
acquainted with . Jlord's in- 
tentions; would not the ſober 

rar af the family * 

| nce 


Let. 2 End of Revelation.” 17 
tulence with contempt, and ap- 
ply themſelves to know the reality 
and import of ſuch ſecond inti- 
mation oftheir Lord's intentions? 
With no leſs contempt ought. all 
thoſe laboured enquiries to have 
been treated, concerning the ſub- 
lime heights of moral perfection, 
to which mankind, by their own 
efforts, might eaſily arrive. For 
it is abundantly obvious, that 
moſt men are far from conduct- 
ing themſelves with wiſdom and 

prudence in matters of Religion. 
Upon this ſubje& they have kept 
no meaſures with reaſon or com- 
x man mat. eee 


To abc wr common a eule 
it is obvious, that the gracious 5 
Parent of mankind may con- 


fer -undeſorred. Favours...upon 
C 7 ſuck 


2 
* cho 
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Yours gan- 


& BB 
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2  deſert;—reveal 
his Rind. intentions 49.4 gertain 
vumber, and invite them, in 


at = 800 con- 
of his import? 


4 % gent aut attention do 
truths already, known hut ne- 
glecded to muſe gur minds ta 


obhgations the maſt ſacred, aud 
intereſts the moſt mqmentaus, 


but generally diſregarded, —to 
150 j pros de vellaes and 
E. 


rites, 2 man- 
verb orty g 40 78>. 


to Ap Religion, andza 
ceive, 


Let. 2. E Revelation. 49 
ecive, and of man to offer. to 
affect the wonderful change 
Chriſtianity hath already .pro- 


duced, in favour of the virtue 
and happineſs of the human 


race —theſe are obzeQs worthy 
the interpoſition of God, ob- 


jects beyond the reach of human 
Le to diſcover, wor- 
thy the aer! attention of man- 
kind. To effect an indiffe- 
rene about a. diſcovery, of fuch 


 +igh — argue 


The ets of FEY 
and depravity in which every 
Ingenuous: mand obſerves human 
nature involved; muſt produce 
ä 

2 


j 
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of the Goſpel: But this may be 
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* 
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demnity to ſuch as haye 


e the laws of God, is evir 
dent to all who have conſidered 
it with the leaſt attention. And 


it is no leſs obvious, that the 
Grice of the Goſpel will have 


the reception due to it from none, 
whoa are not conſcious of being 


bable to * Is there 


644 


an act of Grace, or . | 


one 


as a econ: ans 
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one of the human race whio finds 
himſelf upon ſuch terms with: 
his Maker, as place him above 
the neceſſity. of having recourſe 
to an act of Grace? if the teſti-/ 
mony of conſcience is admitted, 
if violence. is not done to the wit- 
neſs and judge within us, if we. 
do not employ the groſſeſt arti- 
fice to delude ourſelves, our 
own: judgement will coincide 
with the 1 on eee 
| 2 * * 27 7 
ets to ba enen p, as 
to 0 death, there is in human na- 
ture the utmoſt repugnance. 
To both all- of- us muſt ſoon- 
er or later ſubmit; againſt 
both, human nature ſtruggles 
with all her force. To attempt 
an enumeration of the various 
f C3 artifices, 


2 7 Gt h Cel. Eet. 3. 


artifices by whirhmen | 
_ Hates leſſen, of extingwäſti im 
themſelves all ſenſe of puilty 
would Be difficult akd redivis. 
Ff a mam is not # conſimmare 
profiignts, he will get ait the 
idea of moral wotth;; 15 15 
ot 46 abandoned ad fore ef 
is fetghbours, he wilt make 4 
merit of that: If lie is reputabe 
or certain good qualities or ac 
tions, though 
of thofe that are eſſentially bad 
he will not fail to fettle the ba- 


Re" ii Kis err favour If 
men 


he is irrer rab amm 
2nd in eerkain 6ftices 6f 
Religion thought he I 
very trimidaF indulpercess or 
which ke cannot be whetly 


Horant,” ke wilf not Kelithts 8 
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Wu 5 taticndt ereitüte?s 
ckux giofoly deceter thenwſtves 
in d dncerti o infintte- 
wave? Renee is if tltüt ty 
Gu, MN exarrürles hut paſſe 
i hls _ fend; 5 — — 
this proSenſity t Ih 
— d To the influence 
of ſelf-love, the Mitidnefs ins 
duced by certain immoral habits, 
#@ bur ove of pleaſure ind 
xverfion to pant, we thuſt afctiBe = 
this uitrppy propenſion; bit = 
what merits our chief attentive, 
is; that we are ever completely 
deceived. At an inviſibłie 
dunal  withits, both Craig 
and judgement are agaftiff üs. 
This 3 mem cannot wholly 
fuppreſs, and good mer do 7 
readily ackhWIedge. The latter, 


chouph ores Har r che bang 
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of their own intentions, anilthe 
general integrity of theit con- 
duct, are alſo conſcious of fai- 
lures and treſpaſſes, for which 
they can plead no exeuſe, and 
on account of which ſtand. 
condemned; and, of courſe, 
gratefully embrace, the Grace 

of; the: Toes — 82 {4 ok # 

The uſe of geribebs, almoſt 
univerſal, is a proof of the ge- 
neral . ſenſe of mankind upon 
this: ſubject. By the recourſe 
had to mediators, attonements, 
ablutions, by men of all nations, 
barbarous and civilized, they 
have in every age expreſſed their 
ſenſe of guilt, —their boundleſs 
fearsof puniſhment; — their ſenſe 
of the divine purity and ju- 
ſtice. their perſuaſion, that their 
obedience could not entitle them 
to 


Let. l noeh is 


to tlie divine. favour = and their 
hopes; that by theſe means, the 
Divinity would be 3 * 
1 Fan 


Tbe e of ancient bi- 
loſophers againſt the ſuperſtitious 
uſe of this mode of worſhip, 
does not weaken the force of this 
argument. For, as the ancient 
prophets reprehended the Jews 
for ſubſtituting ſacrifices and pu 
rifications, inſtead af a moral 
character, ſo did the p 
phers declaim againſt this abuſe 
of them. Theſe | Rites. they 
practiſed; they recommended 


them to the practice of others; 
they did both from à conviction 
of their propriety and uſeful- 
neſs: Though. they could not 
trace their origin, nor fully com- 


* 
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26 we Sur the Goh Let. gl 
practiſed them feſpoctfullhy not 
in obtdicnce to tlie laws of their 
country only; but on the antho< 
rity of remote tradition, held 


by n ren 


To har eauſe then cam 90 
this remarkable concut 
rence of mankind in this mode 
of worſfiip? Was it the imme. 
diate dictatè of common fenfe? 

was it dotrowed' from the itrſtĩ- 
tutrons of Mofes? or was it the 
a of Gor to the firſt 
ract of men? Wkitever way we 
feſobve It; the evidence is the 
fame. A cuſtomm that fo long 
and univerſalty obtained among 
men, muſt eorreſpond 
with the natural fermiments of 
— Maniners and cuf< 
2 toms 


Bet 3. Y n of be Get. 2 
rothafourkdet in pecuſiar cireum- 
ftafces, Modes bf government, 
Ik 67 cHitiates with. vary wits 
wein catifes;. büt acts of Roh. 
gion, reputed Alentiab in alt agen 
aun Goes) muſt delive ther 
is from fore: Axe catiſe. 
A fene of gum, a feeling of the - 
iriſüffteie sey of tdpertimtc and 

Gbeddeffee, "pro the 
phil: of God; ard offen- 
tal te, aid interwoven withy the 
frame 6f che Nifty nin, F 


aa e 
rat tients of the Hun 
Winch men ef patts ethptoy alt 
heir scumeff if ſhowing the 
Mypropricry of any tnedryofition 


Fin Lens 284 the ſufficien< 

mam fo ipprove hinvfetf 
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2 when firſt publiſhed, was re- 
ceived upon the moſt unqueſtion- 
abſe evidence: At this late pe- 


riod, many objectiona are framed | 


| to- diſcredit: it. b y thoſe who 
claim a 3 in intellee- 
tual merit. Nor aręe there wanting 


ſuch as do not pretend: tos diebe- 


lieve, but totally neglect it. A 
ter all, we have no : reaſon to 
alarmed: Neither the malice 0 
its foes nor the folly of its friends 
can prevail, to aboliſh the reli- 
gion of Jeſus. It hath maintain- 
ed · its empire in the hearts of the 


upright for ages paſt, in contra 


diction to all the efforts Of: 7 


power. and artifice, and will 


continue to diffuſe its benign and 


ſalutary influences through all. 
generations. The. gates o 
not prevail againſt it. Toy 22 


I am, Your, &c. 
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NM OUR ier merits 
I. Y: ' the utmoſt regard, and 
cannot be reſolvedwith- 
out a ſtrict attention to the 
workings of the human mind. 
If the fears of mankind, ariſ- 
ing from conſeious guilt, are 
boundleſs, whence is it that 
ſo many depiſe the Grace of 
the Goſpel? This contempt 
cannot ariſe from the natural 
judgement a man forms of his 
character and ſtate, which is 
founded: in + ſentiments of God, 


and 


— — — 
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- 
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and his relation to him as his 
"Creator, Sovereign, and udge. 
For ſuch ſentiments muſt un- 


avoidably aduce an immediate 


feeling of the impoſſibility of 


our ſtanding the trial of bie rec- 


titude and juſtice, ; 
But many forum an qrtificial 


Judgement concerning them- 


ſabves, which is founded in ſelf- 
Joye. ' They reſalve ta think _ 
vourably of themfelzes, and 


ſuppreſs every: tendency in their 
minds, towards a diſovery of 


their real character. By e 
palkating arts, they cover, from 
their.own wen, the diſotdere of 
cheir hearts; and by exe arti 
ice, chariſh their natmal der- 


tion to. admit againſt themiekres 


nee o «condemnation. 
95 Both 


Se. g te. err ge e 


rr 


Ler. 4 T Grace of the Goſpel, gy 
Both canfſrienceand ſelſ love are 
principles eſſential to man, but 
with cach other —— are 
at variance. 1 e464 


ow til a man is e 
from the illuſions of ſelt-love, 
— d to hear the voice, 
and ſubmit to the geciion, of 
conſcience, he will-not give a 
ſuitable, reception to the Grace 
publiſhed in the Goſpel. The 
Rumiiiasing doctrine of ſelf- con- 
9 delivered by conſci- 
ence,iby:the:law of God, and by 
the Saviour of ſouls, muſt be 
admitted into, and penetrate his 
Ms De — only can any 

prepareddor the recep- 
don due to the ! 
a. walks In 


9948 


If 
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If a man ſhauld require the 
aid of an able rde whilſt 
die inter bad nd great appre- 
 Henſion of danger, together with | 
an averſion from a regimen or 
3 ee will Not ea- 
Ny be prev: on to apply 
tee phyſician, or ſubmit to 
his preſcriptions: He will de- 
viſe many objections, evade your 
'\reaſons,. elude. your judgement, 
and baffle all your endeavours. 
But if you can bring him to diſ- 
. certiithe ſyniptoms that threaten 
his life: he will immediately 
become tractable, and yield to 
your arguments. By this ob- 
ſervation did our Saviaur con- 
duct his propoſals to à diſtem- 
pered world. Happy ond had rn 
if the teachers o on 
bad regulated. their ek to 
mankind 
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mankind by his example! Had 
they unfolded, to the view of all; 
the ſtate of human nature, not 
ſubtile reaſonings upon 
doubtful facts, nor OY vague de+ 
clamation upon the evil o 2 
—had they held up to the 
view of individuals their pecu- 
liar characters, by a companion. 
of their temper * life, with 
the ſtandard of duty had 
they known how to make them 
ſenſible of their true ſituation, 
with their Sovereign and Judge; 


ere they ofleſſel of the 


care, zeal, Pune or and judge 
ment, which the importance of 
this ſubject requires; fantaſ- 
tical notions of religion, and in- 
Aede about it, —_ 'cavils: 
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of God, been baniſhed from the 
Chriſtian Church. 


The rega 


rd which men have for 
che health of their bodies, above 
What they entertain for their 
ſouls, is not ſo great as is gene- 
rally ſuppoſed; they often betray 
an unreaſonable neglect of both; 
often do they ſacrifice both to a 
| filly and unreaſonable paſſion. 
For "bor moſt men have real con- 
cern, but they want wiſdom and 
Fortitude, by that concern, to re- 
gulate their conduct. The bulk of 
mankind are influenced by pre- 
ſent views and inclinations; di- 
ſtant intereſts, ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, are generally diſregarded; 
What then is the remedy? That 
-which. 1s diſtant muſt he brought 
near; that which is commonly 
neglected, 
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neglected, held up to their view. 
Their rhe dd the in- 
ternal diſorders, he Artifioes 
which conceal their deformities, 
—the light in which they ap- 
pear befbre God muſſ be placed 
immediately before their: yes, 
for not till then: will they (hh 
the Grage of ee CELLS 
T3 10.1 1195 TOIEGSTUIL 
Ha man js made to ſee his 
ſpiritual. poverty and diſtreſs, he 
will embrace the riches of divine 
grace, with the eagerneſs of an 
indigent man who hath: found 
a treaſure. He who feels his 
ſpiritual diſtempers, will joy- 
fally accept the aſſiſtance of the 
phyſician of ſouls. They who 
are convinced of the certainty 
and juſtice of the ſentence of 
condemnation, pronounced by 
553 con- 


46 The Gtare of the Goſpel. Let. 3. 
confcience and the law of God, 
will receive the overtires of 
grace with tranſports, ſutpaffing 
thofe Which a pdrdon imparts 
to the man who Has been con- 
demned to die. 


That ſkift, judgement, ak 
a fervent Zeal; jug Wed 
to thoſe Shoe buſineſs it is to 
th the word of reconctha= 
nz fo that they may preſent 
nay pere i Chit Jeſu, i 
the * of, 

Madam, 1 5 
You? Kr. 
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LETTER v. 
o you, Madam, I have 


T no occaſion to expati- 
Nate on the amplitude 
of the indemnity offered to 
ſinners; to penitent ſinners, in 
the goſpel. It is without =7 
exception. In the moſt wile 
and equitable adminiſtrations 
among men, diſtinguiſhed cri- 
minals are excepted. In the 
goſpel all are invited, without 
exception of any, not even the 
-moft notorious offenders. Here 
is grace tranſcending all that is 
known among men, all that 
could have entered into the 

n heart 
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CE ne 


IVI 


ri fo ſap 1 5 ae 
e of the offen 


is maintained, Whilſt 
his. atherly affection att it A 


full e 9 0 elt to God is 
1 Fr r ſinners, whilſt fatiſ- 

act] moſt ample, is made 
he. 1 id demands of Jules : 
filled 


9 urpoſes are ful- 
ile 1105 10 fs The only 

Son 25 1 2 0 j brightneſs of 
the divine glory, the image of 
his perſons, bore thepuniſhment 
%y ur: Ind, and in His perſon 
 lyfferings exhibited to the 

8 > e moſt amazing, affect 
ing, and alarming f ſenſe of guilt. 


T0 this diſpenſation of ſove- 
Teign wiſdom, purity and love, 
not 


Gr Th ey of il ai 
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not profeſſed philoſophers only, 
but chiefly philoſophical divines, 
have framed many objections. 
Had they known themſelves, 
and their condition before God, 
they had not been ſo ingenious 
in Ending out objections. A cri- 
minal is not. accute in detect- 
ing informalities in his pardon. 
But are the doctrines of God to 
be ſubmitted to the falſe philo- 
ſophy of men? The judgement 
of philoſophy ancient and mo- 
dern, upon religion, abounds 
with the groſſeſt abſurdities. 


| Overlooking the face of na- 
ture, and the plaineſt notices 
of the being and attributes of 
God, okiloſophers have taught 
men to trace a mechanical cone 
nexion of cauſes and effects: 
D 4 and 
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and have luſt themſelves and the 


truth, in a variety of hypothe- 


ſes concerning the formation and 


government of the world. Not 


contented with the moſt explicit 
intimations of man's accounta- 
blenets from his hopes and fears, 
his forecaſt and freedom; inſepa- 
rable from the conſtitution of 
his mind, philoſophers would 
penetrate anto the eſſence of the 
human ſoul, and have introdu- 


of future exiſtence: Overlooking 
the common practice both of 
ſocieties and individuals, and 
their neglect and abuſe of the 
Powers, man. F a rs 

ve founded upon abſtract ideas 
of Power, a notion of ſell· ſuffi- 


D e | 


eed a ſcepticiſm: on the ſubject 
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the divine 2 5 ue 
vour of virtue. 6: | 
CG Hong 21 NT OOF? 43 
| w hen God, by the preaching 
of the Goſpel, interpoſed for a 
bewildered world, his gracious 
intention was, by philoſophers, 
received with abſolute contempt. 
The appearance of twelve illite- 
rate men, „ offering . everlaſting 
life in the- name of One, ' who 
ſuffered an ignominious death; 
was, by them, treated as an ob= 
je& of ridicule and deriſion. 
Twelve philoſophers and orators, 
under the auſpices of the Roman 
Emperor, promiſed. better for 
the e of the world, in 
the opinion of the fages. But 
the event has proved that What 
appeared fooliſh to men, Was 
the: reſult of the moſt confum- 
mate 
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been propagated in confo 4 
to the deciſions of human wiſ- 
dom, even good men could not 
haxe been, ſecured againſt fuſ- 
pecing.Aan impoſture: But from 
the;means that were uſed to pro- 
pagate the goſpel, and its tri- 
umphs over. the prejudices of 
men, and the efforts of human 
policy. and power, we ſee, to our 
unſpeakable joy, that it came 
from Gd. 
 $etheortih erty in 8 173 
Can we now wonder that they 
who erred ſo egregiouſly in their 
ſpeculations upon the truths of 
natural religion, and the judge- 
ment concerning the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel, ſhould: alſo 
object to the diſpenſation of 
grace, and be diſſatisfied * 
: (wy 
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When you ok into tlie rb p 
ditions of philofophers antient © 


and mode rn, 6 * you not obſerve, 


in all Their f ele on pat 
gion, a an amazing ighotance of, 
or  inattention' to,” the leadit 
prineip les of human flätufk 
Hence rthelt exclamations e 
the ĩdea of tlie interpoſſtion of che 
Son of God.“ If the Scbereign 
„of the world was diſpoſed 
«to grant an act of grace to hi 
- { rebellious ſubſects, might not 
« hisdefi guns h Hae been executed 
«in 4 more ſimple manner, 
e and with ſufficient” "efficad „ 
«without che aſtoniſhing appa- 
“ ratiit exhibited i in the goſpel 75 | 
But Have mankind, in any period, 
been 
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been governed by abſtract ideas 8 
Is chere any reaſon to think that th 


they ever will be influenced by tle 
them Men are rational crea- no 
tures; but they are not pure in- to 
talligences; nor will they ever ta 
he determined by the reaſons, on 
finals; or txuth of things. They by 
Have ſentiments of religion and of 
virtue, of vchich they cannot be th 
dixeſted, . which our philo- fa 
ſophers aught not to have over- tu 
looked. Why do our wiſe men Ir 
regulate-their judgement-by ar- ce 
bitrary conjectures, rather than 1 
matters of fact? Why will men th 
embrace à philoſophy which m 
makes to. itſelf an ideal world; 01 
orms to itſelf a viſionary 4* 
plan of government; —and finds 81 
tault with the real conſtitution 1 * 


of things? 71 
218 Philo- 
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Philoſophers are offended wit 
the manifeſtation of Godin the 
fleſh;—his making himſelf of 
no ee ſubmitting 
to the ſufferings of | frail mor- 
tality,—his being made, not 
2 by the rnfaſtics: of man, 
but by the poſitive appointment 
of God, a iat ſpectacle of 
the moſt crnel fufferings for tie 
ake of guilty rebellious crea 
tures. Philoſophers are ſeanda 
lzed with the whole of this pro- 
ceeding, through a defect, not 
a redundancy, of wiſdom + 
through an ignorance of, and: 


inattention to, the conſtitution 


of the human mind ;—througtt- 
2. criminal diſregard 


grand maxim of good /govern-- 
ment, That all it's ſubjects be 
formed 


of that 


J ' 
| 
\ 
{ 
, 
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formed artd managed by their 
leading perlen WY 
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glory, 1 in the croſs of Chriſt! 
he wie and gracious ap- 
e him who formed 


the human frame, and knows 
what is in man; as it is kind- 


Ane ae principles; 
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Axon the [ſis kauen g. 


vey of the Füge d 
human natute we Me 
that the mind of man, Lone 
ous of it's own weakneſs,” Ah 
patient of abſtract thinking, And 


ſenſible of it's inability to ſſp- 


port ſpiritual cont nplation, 
hath continued to def a'viſth le 


exhibition of the be ir n 2 
detect 


Preſſed with a feeling 

and imperfection before God, 

men have had recourſe to the 

Jn" © of ſubordinate * divi- 
nities. 
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nities.. Conſcious of their de- 


lations of the divine law, and 
convinced of the guilt of having 
inſulted the authority of the ſu- 
preme Lord of all, they have 
betaken themſelves to atone-- 
ments by blood, and have found 
themſelves at a: loſs to diſcover 
a ſacrifice. adequate to, the pur- 
poſes of expiation.. Is not then. 
the goſpel highly worthy all ac- 
ceptation, when. we conſider its 
perfect coincidence with the 
undiſguiſed ſentiments of human 
nature, and the perfect ideas of 
the divine perfections? Have 
they any perception of the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of admini- 
ſtration, who prefer to it the 


chimerical ideas of ſpeculative 
men? a 


The 


San nb EO T r e r os <inms woos oath 


The dif 
goſpel 
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nce to 


is 


the 
philoſophy. 
ou ſchools. It ſubmits not to 


judgement . __ 1 1855 
” ori be 
formed the h 
it's various Nee 
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tify a vain. petulant Fantaftical 
ſpirit. of inveſti gation, but to 


ception and immediate qu 

? ment natural c tlie fool. 115 
. hath deſigned it, not to exertiſe 
« the heads of the curious, but the 
y hearts of the ſimple;/-not'to;pra- 
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Hope in approaching God through 
the mediation of his Son? Doth 
not his on relation to the Medi- 
ator animate him? Does not the 
dignity of Him; in whoſe name 
ke applies to God, invigorate 
His ſoul? From his truſt in the 
merit of him in whom the Father 
is well pleaſed; doth he not de- 
rive boldneſs of acceſs to the 
throne of the Divine Majeſty? 
Can any man who hath formed 
proper ſentiments of God, de- 
rive ſuch encouragement in his 
addreſſes to him, from a conſei- 


ouſnteſs of his own integrity, 


the rectitude of his own inten- 
tions, or the merit of his own 
good ſervices, without the inter- 
vention of ſuch a Mediator? 
Are not the death and ſufferings 
of God's incarnate Son, ig: 

2 4 e 
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he underwent in obedience to 
his father, for expiating the 
guilt of mankind; together with 
God's ance of his atone- 
ment, deelared by raiſing him 
from the dead, incomparably 
the moſt ſignificant and affecting 
expreſſions of the good-will of 
God towards men? Here is a 
declaration not of his placability 


only, but alſo of his anxious 


concern for their welfare, and 


his earneſt deſire to receiye them 
into his favour * 


It ought not, 1 to be 
diſſembled that this aweful di- 
penſation muſt produee in the 
hearts of thoſe who are ſeriouſſy 
affected by it, the moſt painful 
compunction mingled with ter- 
. Butbifory and 
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common obſervation -unite in 
aſſuring us that the ſufferings of 
a crucihed Saviour, with his en- 
tering into the holy place, as the 
High Prieſt of our profeſſion, 
there to appear in the preſence 
of God for us, form the moſt 
powerful attractives to the love 
and obedience of God, that wiſ- 
dom can deviſe. 


If ſtill it is inquired what ac- 
count can we make of this 
wonderful diſpenſation of grace? 
The anſwer is obvious. We 
cannot, in our preſent ſtate, com- 
prehend the œconomy of the 
Divine government. Children 
do not comprehend the defigns 
of their parents; nor do ſub- 
jects always penetrate into the 
myſteries of civil adminiſtrat 5 
| 4 N | 1s 
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This however we know, that 
the method of grace through 
Chriſt Jeſus correſponds exactly 
with the ſentiments of human 
nature; con veys to the mind 
the moſt ſublime, amiable; and 
aweful ideas of the divine per- 
fetions,—forms the moſt cogent 
incentives to the practice of our 
duty, —and contributes moſt ef- 
fectually to the honour and 8 
pineſs of our nature. 


With the warmeſt atk 
may we aquieſce in the Divine 
appointment, reſign our ſouls 
to the influence of the grace that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, and volun- 
tarily ſurrender ourſelves, with 
all our ſpiritual intereſts to him, 
who 1s able to keep that which 

E 3 Wo 


4. 
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we commit unto him, unto the 


* of the Lord. 
| 'T Am, 
Your, &c. 


\ 


LETTER VII. 


MADAM, 


mm T would avail us little 
2 [ to be acquainted fully 
131 yon the grace of God 
ts men, if we were not alſo in- 
formed of the vatious degrees 
in which mankind are partakers 
of it, according to the diverſi- 
ties of their character and con- 
duct. The goſpel contains a 
plain 


m1 1 ee 


plain and full account of thig 
important ſubject. What pity 
is it! that an amazing confuſion 
of ideas and oppoſition of ſen- 
timents among divines, have 
darkened and perplexed the 
minds of men, in reference to 
vrhat all ought to know with the 
utmoſt preciſion. Thoſe who 
teach religion to mankind, ought . 
to be poſſeſſed of a thorough 

knowledge of human nature, 

and of a ſound judgement, un- 
corrupted by artificial ſyſtems. 
But when we recolle& the ori- 
gin of the controverſies of di- 
vines, and the ſpirit by which 
they have been conducted, we 
cannot help being ſenſible that 
they who have taken the lead, 


have not been eminent for theſe 
qualifications, and that their dyſ- 
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putes ought to be reſolved into 
cauſes not ſtrictly connected with 
the inveſtigation of truth. 


But the refinements of the 
learned, and the prejudices of 
the ignorant, may be ſurmount- 
ed by a due attention to a very 
few ſimple and obvious truths. 
That God will on no conſidera- 
tion bv ng his ſpecial favour 
to a bad man, is an obvious 
truth, which will be denied by 
none who are not corrupted, by 
artifice. And that God, in con» 
nideration of the meritorious 
obedience of his beloved Son, 
beſtows favours on ſinners, 

which, in conſiſtency with the 
rectitude of his government, 
they could not otherwiſe have 
ET, is another truth level 
1 n tg 
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to the meaneſt capacity, and 
will be admitted by all who are 
not corrupted by learning. By 
the help of theſe ſimple propo- 
ſitions, we may arrive at that 
knowledge of this ſubject, which 
is neceſſary to the conduct of 
life. Need I detain you by an 
illuſtration of what i is ſo. pany 
ie 


Let me favpoſe a man poſſeſſ- 
ed of many amiable qualities, 
good and even fublime ſenti- 
ments, and whoſe conduct is 
generally regular; but who ha- 
bitually prefers his eaſe or plea- 
ſure, or intereſt, or reputation, 
the gratification of any paſſion 
whatſoever, to the duty he owes 
to God;—He is a bad man in 
the judgement of his own con- 

ſcience, 
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ſeience, and in the ſight of God. 
He hath no reaſon to think that 
God: will rank him among his 

friends. Men of imperfect vir- 
tue may be good members of 
ſociety; and all its privileges, 
as well as the reſpect of its 
members, are due to them. But 
to be qualified for the friend 
ſhip of God, requires an entire 
virtue. An agreement of diſ- 
poſitions and inclinations with 
regard to what is mutually con- 
 didered to be their chef intereſt, 
is eſſential to friendſhip. An 
entire ſurrender of all intereſts 
and inclinations to the intereſts 
of virtue, is indiſpenſible to the 
union of the ſoul — God. In 
our friends we overlook imper- 
fections and failings, but infi- 
Aality diſſolveth the cloſſeſt con- 


nections. 
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nections. The huſband bears 
every other failing in his wife; 
but will not tolerate her beſtow- 
ing her affections to another. 
Religion admits not of our giv- 
ing to any intereſt whatever a 
preference to duty. He who is 
conſcious of ſacrificing his duty 
to any wrong inclination, can- 
not be in favour with God. Nor 
ought any man to conſider him- 
Golf 28 an object of that affection 
which God hath for good men, 
who doth not ne endea- 
vour to ſacrifice his own incli- 
nations to God and his duty. 
This is the import of the com- 
mands, counſels, admonitions, 
promiſes, threatnings, —of the 
whole revelation of God. This 
is the dictate of the Goſpel, of 
Reaſon, of Common Senſe; F 9 
uc 
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ſuch as comply not with it, are 
diſqualified for the kingdom of 


I ou * to beg your forgive- 
neſs for having detained you in 
the illuſtration of what to you 
will appear ſelf-evident. In the 
fame light it will be ſeen by every 
one who regards truth as the 
moſt ſacred intereſt of man: But 
how diflagreeable is the reflec- 
tion that many, of moſt amiable 
diſpoſitions, are intangled in the 
ſnares prepared for them by the 


diſputes of Divines. On their 
account, I hope you will have 
the goodneſs to forgive this treſ- 
paſs on your patience, reluctant- 
5 committed by 


Your, &c, 
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LETTER VIII. 


MADAM, 
Fa LTHOUGH a bad 

A man cannot be the ob- 
pn Ject+ of the ſpecial fa- 
vour of God, he may receive 
many benefits from the Divine 
bounty, to which he - hath no 
title. The diſtinction between 
the love of benevolence and the 
love of complacency is founded 
in nature; a wiſe and good man 
will admit none but the wiſe and 
virtuous into his friendſhip, 
but his benevolence extends to 
all, A wile and virtuous —_— 

Wi 
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will not make favourites of the 
worthleſs, nor beſtow upon them 
places of importance, his 
kind regards and good offices will 
extend to all the ſubjects of his 
government. A good father 
may withdraw his countenance 
from his undutiful ſon, and even 
expel him his houſe; but he 
will retain a ſtrong inclination 
to receive him, on his return to 


his duty ;—he will take meaſures 
for his recovering the privileges 


he hath forfeited ;—his bowels 
may be tenderly moved towards 
him; — he will do for his reco- 
very all that can be done in any 


conſiſtency with the dignity of 


his own character, and the ho- 
nour and intereſt of his family. 
And will not the father of all 
who elone is good, do this and 

more 


1 
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more, if poſſible, for his unduti- 
ful children? All are the objects 
of his tender compaſſion: All 
participate the effects of his 
fatherly affection. And how 
ſuperior ſoever the favours may 
appear which are conferred on 
ſome, compared with thoſe be- 
ſtowed upon others, by fuck, 
as attentively conſider their na- 
ture and tendency, the diffe- 
rence will be found more in ap- 
pearance than reality. | 


Let the moſt worthleſs among; 
men look back on the paſt, and 
conſider the preſent circumſtan- 
ces of his life; let him ſurvey 
his thoughts, his paſt and pre- 
fent views of things, and, whilſt 
he condemns himfelf, he muft 
confeſs the unmerited bounty of 

n | his 


his heavenly Father. Let the 
_ ſame perſon reſolve to comply 
with the kind intention of the 
external and internal diſpenſa- 
tions of grace, with which he 
is favoured, and, of 2 good- 
newed experience. ence. | We forget, 
overlook, and counteract, the 
: s of divine mercy; 
but God is continually employ- 
ing. various methods for con- 
ducting us to good; and upon 
our dutiful compliance, he 
makes further and N 
communications: bs 8 — 


,- $4 T6 4 


| There is ſome — — allo 
fome truth, in the celebrated ſay- 
ing, that, The moral actions 
4 of un erated men are but 
* 3 vices" Every man 
muſt 
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muſt act from the prineiples 
of which he is poſſeſſed. If a 
man doth not love God with all 
his heart, his prayers and his 


alms cannot flow from that 


principle. If he is influenced 
by ſelf-love, or the dread of 
miſery, and the deſire of hap- 
pineſs, his beſt actions muſt be 
reſolved into that principle, and 
therefore contain no moral worth. 
But to conclude from thence, 
that they were wholly diſregard- 
ed by God is unwarrantable. 
Moſt certainly ſuch actions, per- 

formed by undutiful children, 
are not overlooked by their pa- 
rents. They rejoice to hear that 
the prodigal feels for himſelf, 
and minds his own intereſt: 

They hope he ſhall acquire 
better diſpoſitions and nobler 


F * 
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principles, and do contribute 
their utmoſt to forward the in- 
tended change. Theſe are 

diſpoſitions of our fathers on 
earth, and ſhall we expect leſs 
of our Father in Heaven? Such. 
natural ſentiments of God's. 
paternal care ought not to be 
ſacrificed to quaint ſayings and: 
metaphyſical ſubtilties. Let no 

modes of - reaſoning — 


againſt ſentiments dictated by 
nature, ſtrengthened by revela- 
dene _ confirmed: by der 
. | 


| The 4 Hat 5 Jacob'ꝰs ladder 
reſted upon the earth, the top 
reached the heavens; ſuch is the 
ſcale of virtue;—ſuch the con- 
God - Under the 

uence of him 

who: 


ſtitution of 
direction and 1 
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who firſt eſtabliſhed this grada- 
tion, we rife from ſtep to ſtep; 
till we arrive at that pitch of 
moral perfection, for which we 
were originally deſigned. Hav- 
ing, by the help of God, ſur- 
mounted the difficulties of one 
ſtep, we are the better prepared 
to undertake thoſe of another: 
And if difficulties and dangers 
ſeem to increaſe as we advance, 
ſo alſo will our ſupports and aĩds; 
our joys, and triumphs. The 
noble ambition of aſcending to 
dignity and glory, will commu- 
nicate delights to the ſoul, 
which prove a counterpoiſe to 
all diſcouragements. 


Abſtract reaſoners, and ſuch 
as delight i the marvellous, 
overlook this gradation; but 


F 2 attentive. 
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attentive obſervers of the true 
ſtate of things know it to be 
the appointment of God. And 
in it there is one, and but one 
difficulty. The difficulty of ac- 
tually purſuing thoſe meaſures, 
that might reaſonably be ex- 
pected from the meaneſt of the 
human kind. To ſuperficial 
thinkers this will appear no dif- 
ficulty. They who found their 
judgement upon poſſibilities;— 
they who take it for granted 
that men vil do what they can 
do; — who think that men will 
perform what they are convinced 
is fit and neceſſary; — who 
imagine that men will conform 
their practice to their moral 
obligations; —all ſuch will ſee 
no difficulty in this ſubject. But 
if we attentively conſider the 

N. | common 
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common practice of mankind; 
nay, if we obſerve the conduct 
of any one individual; we will 
perceive that ſo great is the dif- 
ficulty, as to admit only of one 
ſolution. The cxconomy of 
Grace diſplayed in the Goſpel; 
and this, alone, can reſolve it to 
ſatis faction. 
Iam 


- Your, &c, 


LETTER IX 
MADAM, wy 


%<<XO errors are more fatal 
N | to the intereſts of Chrit- 
N tlanity, than thoſe par- 
tial and unſkilful — 


F 3 which 
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which have been made of the 
diſpenſation of Grace in the 
Goſpel. By them miſtakes and 
miſunderſtandings have been 
produced among the learned, — 
the ignorant have been milled, 
—bigotry hath had full ſcope; 
and ſuch as are adverſe to 
religion have unneceſſarily been 
diſguſted, The Father of mer- 
cies, in the Goſpel, appears wil- 
ling to be reconciled to his un- 
dutiful children; — ſo deſirous of 
reconciliation, as to appoint his 
only Son to expiate their guilt; 

and ſo anxious to perfect them 
in holineſs, as to employ every 
power, compatible with human 
nature, to win them over to 
their duty and their happineſs. 

Therefore, to exhibit the Grace 


a * upon conditions to be 
performed 
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performed by them, and prac- 
ticable by all, but which will 
not be fulfilled by any, muſt be 
of moſt permcious tendency. 


That the ſpirit of the diſpen- 
fation of Grace riſes far above 
ſuch partial and contracted re- 
preſentations, is evident from 
the face of Revelation. This 
„is the Covenant I will make 
«with them, faith the Lord; I 
„will take the ſtony heart 
% out of their fleſh, and a new 
„ heart will T give them; I will 
„put my fear into their hearts, 
„ and write my laws in their 
« inward parts; I will put my 
« Spirit within them, and cauſe 
„% them to walk in my ways.“ 
Here the Spirit of Divine Grace 
is explicitly declared; Into his 

F 4 own 
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on hands he takes the work of 


Grace. He leaves it not to men's 


choice whether they will accept 


it or not, —he paſſes over their 
unjuſt and unworthy behaviour, 
he employs thoſe means which 
are moſt proper for recovering 
them to their duty, and recon- 
ciling them to himſelf. In this 
light, the Grace of God ſhines 
forth illuſtriouſly glorious. It's 
glory was ' withheld from the 
wiſeſt among the ancients; nor 


was it, conſpicuous to that people 


who were heretofore moſt high- 
ly favoured of God. It was re- 
ſerved to the Son: of God, not 
only to purchaſe life for men, 
but to plead with them to accept 
of it; and to promiſe, and at 
length to ſend forth, his Divine 
Spirit; to ſupply the want of 

| | his 
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his perſonal preſence;—to ad- 
dreſs the human mind in the moſt 
intimate manner; — to lead men 
into all Truth; — to operate on 
their hearts; — and to guide their 
lives in the 5 of righteouſ- 
neſs. F 


Before the ada of 'the 
Goſpel, the beſt men had but 
faintideas of our having an High 
Prieſt over the houſe of God, in 
whoſe name we may come bold- 
ly to a throne of Grace, and find 
mercy, and obtain grace, to help 
us in the time of need. Good 
men indeed, in all ages, have 
addreſſed their prayers to God. 
But that bad men, moſt abdurate 
offenders, are authoriſed to aſk 
and expect that God ſhould pro- 
duce in them a total change of 

temper 
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temper and life, is the peculiar 
glory of the Chriſtian diſpenta- 


The worſt man who is de- 
ſirous of becoming better, he 
who 1s alienated from God, but 
ambitious of being in a ftate of 
favour with him, may apply for 
divine — with certainty of 


ſucceſs . He cannot expedt 


that God will receive him im 


mediately into his favour. But 
he may freely aſk, and he will 
certainly obtain direction and 
aid, to diſpoſe and enable him to 
repent and reconcale has uren 
to his e 


- * Simon Magn, is exhorted to pray to Cod. 


Upon 
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Upon the invitation and pro 
miſes of God, we may depend 
for every ſpiritual bleſſing, with- 
out exception or limitation: 
that only excepted which muſt 
always be underſtood, that he 
will not force our will. The 
change of temper produced by 
the agency of the divine Spirit, 
is accompliſhed in exact confor- 
mity to the nature he hath given 
us, and without the leaſt in- 
fringement of it's laws, Liber- 
ty is eſſential to man. It is 
a part of that conſtitution with 
which he was originally formed. 
If he ſhould be deprived of Li- 
berty, he would no longer be- 
long to the human ſpecies;— 
no longer be accountable for his 
actions, — no longer be a ſubject 
of moral government,--no long- 
er be a ſubject of the 1 

I Oz 
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of Chriſt. Moral agents only 
are capable of moral govern- 
ment. The ſubjects of Chriſt 
are ſo of choice,—they are a 
willing people. The original 
conſtitution of human nature 
is preſerved inviolate in regene- 
ration. He conducts us as rea- 
ſonable creatures to that perfec- 
tion for which we were deſigned. 
How much ſoever the learned 
have differed as to other points, 
about this, there neither is, nor 
can be, any diverſity of opinion. 


To engage your attention to 
points of controverſy, is altoge- 
ther inconſiſtent with my deſign: 
But leſt it be ſuſpected that good 
men differ on this ſubject, I 
| ſhall conclude. this letter with a 
ſhort account of the opinions of 

Divines, 
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Divines, reſpecting the moral 


liberty of man, which you may 
peruſe or not; for to you it can 
be of no importance. Permit 
me only to obſerve to you, that 
the opinions of Calvin are not 
generally known; ſuch only as 
have ſtudied his Commentaries 
on the Epiſtles, can form a true 
judgement of the ſentiments of 
this great man. He wrote his 
Inſtitutions when he was very 
young, his blood-warm, and 
his notions high. But when 
he wrote upon the Epiſtles, his 
ſentiments of Truth were mo- 
derate, rational, and very diffe- 
rent from what he compoſed at 
the age of Five and Twenty. 


Thoſe who believe an ab.. 
late decree of election to eternal 
life 
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life in favour of the Ele, do 
affirm an operation of God, 
which makes the converſion of 
the number elected abſolutely 
certain; but not ſuch an 
tion as forces their wills, or 
makes any infringement of their 
| Hberty of acting as rational 
agents, or ſubjects of moral 
government. They admit that 
the Divine operation may be re- 
ſiſted, and actually is reſiſted, 
In many inſtances; and only 
- contend for the continuance. of 
ſuch operations on the eleQ; 
and the elected number being 
| at laſt effectually prevailed on 
to give up their reſiſtence, and 
conform themſelves to the di- 
vine will. They further contend, 
What no philoſopher can deny; 
that there is a certain moment 
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in which the change is com- 
pleated; as there is a certain. 
ſcarcely perceptible line of dif- 
ference, by which the colours of 
ſhades are diſtinguiſhed. On 
this aceount, they call the con- 
verſion of a finger inſtantane- 
ous; but they agree with others 
about the preparatory ſteps com 
monly taken in producing the 
change. The only difference 
among Divines, on this ſubject, 
is, Whether the certainty of the 
event is reconcilable with the 
freedom of man's choice? A 
queſtion, which might be ſoon 
and eaſily diſeuſſed by exer- 
eiſing ſobriety of mind, and 
candour in judgement. Raſh de- 
clarations, on both fides, have 


mjured the cauſe of Truth. Some 


talk ſo earneſtly upon the part 
: we 


Bo Mien receive Grace Let. q. N 


we ourſelves act in the acqui- : 
ſition of the virtuous character, | 
as to leave little room for the 
ſuppoſition of the Divine a- 
gency. Others uſe ſuch terms, 
in inſiſting on the neceſſity 
of the Divine agency, as to 
leave no part for us, but to 
expect, and to believe. And, 
as frequently happens to in- 
conſiderate ſpeakers, they not 
only run contrary to one ano- 
ther, but often contradict them- 
ſelves, when, after all, there 
can be no very conſiderable dif- 
ference in judgement. Happy 
were it if men of learning and 
unbiaſſed judgement, would ex- 
plain this Doctrine, with ſuch 
conſiſtency of thought and ex- 
preſſion, as to prevent, for the 
future, the diſgrace of gs, 
an 
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and the detriment of well-dit- 
pos Chiriftianis. | | | 


You deſire a minute and pre- 
ciſe aceount᷑ of the Doctrine of 
Regeneration, Converſion, and 
Sanctification. It is of impor- 


tance that your injunctions on 
this ſubject be executed with 


perſpicuity, and all poſſible ſim- 


plicity. I enter upon it with 


diffidence; but have no doubt 
of your judging with your uſual 


other attempt to 


that attachment, with hich 1 


ave the honour to be, 
Your, 'Gec. | 
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8 15 of, the diſpenſation of 


A., Gre ace, the renovation 
of man's heart, there is an 
aſtoniſhing W of 3 9 
tions. In every 

is complete, for a Par _ 


imparted; but in the kinds, and 
order of the means, by which 


that change 18 ie 16s 


a countleſs variety Of all the 
poſlible 2 0 within. the 
compaſs of infinite power and 
wiſdom, the good Shepuent! a- 

dopts 
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dopts ſometimes one, ſometimes 
another, for reſtoring to his fold 
thoſe for whom, he laid down 
his life} This demonſtrates the 
ſovereignty and efficacy of the 
divine choice, and, at the ſame 
time, adminiſters a ſolemn cau- 
tion to thoſe Who embark in the 
difficult eniterprize of rendering 
intelngible, to the unex perlen 
ced, a ſubject ſo complex. The 
Spitit biet Where it fiſteth. 
Therefore to preſcribe and apply 
the ſame rules indliſcHniiatety, 
to every caſe, were pteſumptu- 
ous. This theme hath furniſhed 
Libertines with ample ſcope for 
ridicule, and bath dis gured 
the labbtf“ of "thoſe Divines, 
who, with" more warmth than 
candour; have made it a' topic 
of diſputation. 1 | 


6 Eaſy 
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Tac it were 10 give g ſyſte- 
matic. account of the riſe and 
progreſs of religion in the paſſive 
mind, irreſiſtibly influenced hy 
divine power, Nor would it be 
difficult to explain how a bad 
man, endowed with high moral 
powers, could, render himſelf 
very good Syſtems are often 
framed without difficulty. The- 
ories may, with eaſe, be rendered 
plauſible. But to frame our 
ideas in an exad conformity, do 
the inſpired writings, and, to 
admit none that wall; not haar 
to be tried by the ſtandard of 
common ſenſe, hath not always. 
God, and the liberty eſſential 
to man, are ideas that qught to 
enter into every ſentiment ex- 
preſſed upon this ſubject. ve 

2 n 
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In the Kingdom of Grace, 
as of 1 piSrkdedce; miracles and 
Wondbrs have been wrought. 
Nor is there any thing more 
common of natural, than for a 
pious ſoul, replete with grati- 
tude for the work of Grace upon 
his heart, to aſeribe his corver- 
ſion to à marvellous effort of 
almighty power. Norg in A l- 
mited ſenſe; is he dbceived. 
But it had been more advifeahle 
to reſerve the ſubjects of ſuch 
publications, for een Ex- 
erciſes in private, than to eir- 
culate tlie as objects ef the 
public attention. The weak have 
been mifled, and by others re- 
ligion has been inade an object 
of derificn.” The ordinary ad- 
miniſtration of Grace, that is, 
1 ſubject of the experience of 
E 63 good 
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the obj ect 1 — 
fo + ; that def 


apt 
eat er bo 21 Iybo 
| y Hon: concern for 
their möſt eſſential Intereſts,.— 


whit 2 1 been RO in 
myſtery, a and 0 7 Arti= 
hahn x Fs We ought 
to 15 Fi Plaineſt un- 
Few wh and be rendered 
obvious to common ſenſe; this 
will be moft ble, to you, 
and moft uſeful to others; 3 and 
to this will I confine my inqui- 
rie. I haye no occaſion to re- 
uſt be allowed 
upon n We „and I have 
already bine che lapſed 
and guilty ſtate of human na- 
ture; — the mediation, atone- 

ment, 


of Cade. aden 
the Kin Kage Nees 
the diſcipline of his providence ; 
the external _inſtitutions,. of 
religion and, molt eſpecially, 
the internal; operations of that 
divine agent, whom. he iſed 
to his b before his aſcen- 
ſion, and dent down from 55 


ven to remain am 


on 
whom he fulfills. 5 the goo 
Pager of his. e od 


OBE) 


"Mars ED than, the r 
of your warmeſt; friend, are the 
compaſſians of this divine Per- 
ſon, More ſincere than thoſe 


of the moſt affectionate father, 
are his endeavours to promote 
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our moſt eſſential intereſts 
more ſkilful than (thoſe of the 
moſt experienced Tutor, are his 
watchful cares to train the chil- 
dren of men to virtue, and to 
happineſs. His, kind- concern 
ane each * r is the ſame, 
as if but one object of his tui- 
tion, only, exiſted among the 
race of men. Alluſions fall in- 
figitely ſhort of / that infinite 


Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power, 


with Which this omniſcient and 
omnipreſent friend of mankind 
executes his office of ſanctifier, 
applies the bleſſings purchaſed 
by the Redeemer, and qualiſieth 
us for the fruition of the * 

Damen Objects s SOIT 
be firſt and moſt important 
abje@ of human wiſdom, is the 
| know- 
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knowledge that every man ought 
to have of, himſelf; noris any 
branch of ſcience, acquired with 
more difficulty. Therefore it is 
an uncommon acquiſition. But 
it is here that the government 
l thy Wine Serie Wins 5 


1 5 0 q 1: 


To een e obſtructions 
to our arriving at an acquaintance 
with our real character and ſtate, 
is one of the moſt arduous, parts 
of our work. The pride of 
men, their prejudices, with the 
whole train of ſelfiſh paſſions, 
oppoſe che diſcovery, The va- 
rious Aartifices, ſubterfuges, and 
palliating arts, unite in diſguiſ- 
ing, and concealing from our 
view, thoſe ingredients in the 
compoſition of our temper and 
life, which, in theniſelves, are 
vile and deteſtable. No bad man 

could 
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could endure the ſight of the 


deformity and wretchedneſs of 
his heart; and, therefore, they 
are bortisd up by thoſe diſhoneſt 
artifices; Which nouriſh and pro- 
tect them. And when, by : any 
means;' | theſe have been ſud- 
denly removed, and the cor- 
is of the heart and life 
have ſtod forth, in all their in- 
ordinateneſs, to the view of the 
mind, the hotror of the proſpect 


hath overwhelmed the ſoul, and 


12 423 all it's 8855 45 
1939 ink N oY 
5 age Holy It, 
wbt reat Author and Fountain 
of light, with infinite skill, 
condeys to che mind of the ſin- 
ner; | ſuch meaſures of light and 
information, as ' ate ' peculiarly 
adapted to his ſtate, Such diſ- 


coveries 
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coveries are made to him, as are 
calculated to alarm his fears, 
and work on the ſprings of ac- 
tion in his heart. Who that 
maintains any intercourſe with 
his own Soul, does not xeeollect 
the intr duction of light into his 
mind, at certain ſeaſons, of 
which _ he cannot otherways 
make any rational aecqunt, but 
that it proceeded, immediately 
from the Father of Light. A 
perverſe interpretation of this 
ſentiment, as enthuſiaſtical, will 
be the reception it is to meet 
with N Libertines. But I 
a to the candid and judi- 

FP who are accuſtomed to 
recollect what. paſſes in their 

own minds. concerning this fact. 

In the days of their proſperity, 

when their hearts were > 

wit 


with the bounties of heaven. 
often in the days of darkneſs, 
when. the heart is mollified by 
diſtreſs, — by means of ſome 
Divine Truth, often perhaps 
heard, but never before regard- 
| ed;—by means of ſome religious 
exerciſe, often indeed perform- 
ed, but hitherto performed to 
no effect —0 r, path, without 
any, other means than the im- 
mediate emanation of light, 
from it's fountain into the heart, 
an alarming proſpect of internal 
diſorder, pollution, and guilt, 
hatli been opened to their view, 
Nor can any, who are ſtrangers. 
to ſuch a Proſpeck, conceive the 
confuſion and diftreſs, that muſt 
be the effect of „ee a diſco- 
very. I MF 10 TIO! 2 91 
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We cannot look upon the 
deformities of vice in any per- 
ſon without diſguſt. In a friend 
we diſcover them with regret, 
and grief. What muſt he ſuffer 
who beholds, in his own heart, 
A ſwarm. of mean, impure, and 
ruinous paſſions, which had been 
hitherto hid from his obſerva= 
tion, by means of thoſe artifices 
which * ſtrike 15 8 hor- 
ror ?. 5 xt 


5050 2 18 0 Weck os 
the ſinner may now turn away 
his mind divert his attention 
to different objects; —fly to the, 
amuſements, the cares, or the: 
buſtle, of life and find relief. 
in one or more of the compoſ- 
ing artifices, which had ſo — 8 
maintained his peace. But — 

E 


Regeneration. 


he n in fing this expedi- 
ent, he is undone, and _ 1s 
ae 51 2 910990 171? 
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On che contrary; if he will 
ſubmit to be conducted by his 
Divine 1 guide, he muſt, ' thro? 
pain and ſuffering, arrive at 
truth and, tranquillity. Sup- 
ih of his 

eart, cart, will, be afforded. him. 
Ha pains will be mitigated, 


par under the angu 


and his griefs allayed, by the 
aſſurances.now given him, that, 


by, the exerciſe of patience, -and 
n of himſelf, to the 


jw relignatio! 


conduct of his Leader, his affairs 


ſhall. be retrieved. The diſorders 


and miſcries within, he will be 


directed to r egard with the ſtrict- 


eſt attention. Upon this ſcene 
of internal deformity, his =_— 


Let. IO. 
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muſt now be fixed; and, though 
melancholy and Aiſtreisful, he 
will, from it, make ſuch Partie 
cular diſcoveries, as will greatly 
facilitate his reformation. The 
glories: of the diſpenſation of 
Grace will now be fevealed to 
his aul; und He Who brings 
order out of confuſion, will” 
direct and enable him to im- 
prove the information, and tlie 
comfort with War he wy 1 


favoured. 2d; 


12 215 £111 Dl 
The at: Fg 
by his friend, reconcile: to le 5 
mortification of looking into the 
ſtate af his diſordered affairs.” 
He is ſhobked and r a 
when he finds reaſon to — 
hend that he is ruined: ' And 15 2 
* thelintreaties'of his 
i Wia 1b 3 a 
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friend, who would ſtill inſpire 
him with hope, he will relieve 
himſelf from his preſent vexati- 
on, by recurring to his accuſtom- 
ed profligacy, he is a wretch 
indeed! But if he has the forti- 
tude to bear his preſent diſtreſs, 
and wiſdom to proſecute the plan 
propoſed by his judicious friend, 
he will ſoon taſte the ſatisfaction 
of knowing that his affairs will 
be retrie ved. That the light iſſu- 
ing from the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs may penetrate the hearts 
of the preſent unthinking, and 
ivolous generation, is the fer- 
ven and conſtant prayer, of 
| 1 Madam, | 
I Your, &c. 
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| Mis Maran given = 
the we der and diſtreſſes of the 
convert, upon the firſt admiſion 
of of light into his mind, is appli- 
cable only to ſuch as have been 
long ! to, habits of vice. 
Nor can it be denied; that re- 
morſe for 4 n and the 


98 8 Conver con. Let. 11. 


difficulties of his reformation. 
It muſt alſo be allowed that 
youth, flexible, and apt to be 


drawn by the cords of Love, 


are often attracted by ſuch im- 


perceptible degrees, with ſo 


little uneaſineſs and ſo much 
affection, that their pains find 
more than a counterpoiſe, in 


the ſerenity. and ſatisfaction 


which prevail in the iſſue. 
Concerning certain gentle na- 


tures, trained early to virtue, 


and inured to the habits of reli- 
gious exerciſes, favoured with 
good examples, and retained in 
the ſociety of the excellent, en- 
dued with ſweet tempers and 
amiable diſpoſitions, to whom 
the ineſtimable privilege of edu- 
cation hath been bleſſed by God; 
d * it may be 
| ; | ſaid, 
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ſaid, that they are ſanctified 
from the womb, and that, very 
early, the Divine Spirit - hath 
taken up his feſidence in their 
hearts. And to all who judici- 
_ ouſly obſerve human nature, it 
will occur, that, in the moral 
as well as in the natural world, 
there is an amazing variety, and 
that the trials of virtue are in- 


finitely diverſified. 


But norwithfiznding every 
conceſſion that can be admitted 
by an intelligent obſerver of 
the preſent ſtate of human na- 
ture; it's depravity, and the 
miſeries of a ſtate of condemna- 
tion, lay a wide and deep foun- 
dation for all the pain ſuffered 
by the convert, upon the firſt 
admiſſion of light into his mind. 

H 2 Nor 


too Converfions Let. 11 


Nor ean his diſtreſs admit of any 
mitigation, but from the difpen- 
fation of the 'Grace of the Go- 
fpel. Here the indemnity pub- 
hihed by the Son of God, and 
the method of rectifying inter- 
nal diſorders, are preſented to 
his view, and opetate no leſs 
powerfully upon the hopes, 
than the preceding diſcoveries 


had done upon the fears of the 


convert. 


With a heart, whereof the 
moſt powerful ſprings of action 
are fkilfully touched, he now 
applies himfetf to the grand bu- 
hnefs of life. to eleanſe him- 
felf from all filthineſs of the 
fieſh and ſpirit. The work of 
[ain i the heart, is equal- 
led in t's * only by 


it's 
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it's difficulty. Greater torment 
humanity cannot, perhaps, en- 
dure, than to prevail againſt the 
force of habit, and ſubaue thoſe 
paſſions, of which the exorbi- 
tance hath become natural. To 
a ſelſiſn man, to diſcover the 
wretched condition of his own 
heart;—to a proud man, the 
weakneſs and meanneſs of his 
mind; to the voluptuary, the 
debaſement and degradation of 
his foul,—is beyond belief mor- 


tifying. What then muſt he 


ſuffer, who is engaged in a 
ſtruggle with theſe unhallowed 
but domineering propenſities, 
before he has made ſome pro- 
ſiciency in the bleſſed art of 
3 them ? TE 
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But amidſt all his conflicts, he 
is graciouſly ſupported, ſtrength- 
ened to bear his pains, and di- 
rected and urged on by the good 
Spirit, who has begun in him 
his good work. The light im- 
parted to his mind, communi- 
cates not direction only, but 
life, joy, and vigour: He goes 
on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
from one degree of ſolid and 


ſublime ſatisfaction to another, 


proportioned to the ardour and 
Readineſs of his endeavours. 


Io you, Madam, I have no 
occaſion to illuſtrate this period 
of converſion, by a compariſon 
of the life of a real Chriſtian, 
with that of him who only 


aſſumes that title. You know. 


their pleaſures are different, and 


ſo 
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ſo alſo are their pains. The 
latter contented with keeping 
free from groſs vice, and per- 

forming the external duties of 
religion, without attempting the 
purification of his heart, con- 
templates his outſide regularity, 
with an oſtentatious ſatisfaQtion. 
But he knows nothing of the 
exquiſite ſatisfaQtion of ſubdu- 
ing one corrupt affection. One 
inſtance of victory, over one 
inordinate paſſion, whether co- 
vetouſneſs, envy, or vain glory, 
is worth all the joys of hypo- 
crites. It is purchaſed with 
pain; but a pain that is ſucceed- 
ed by ſome degrees of that 
pleaſure, which the Scripture - 
calls unſpeakable, and full of 


glory. 
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Mortifying , donbtleſs, it muſt 
be to a man, who hath been well 
perſuaded of his own integrity; 
—ſeldom [queſtioned his own 
candour _ probity;—was flat- 
tered and carreſſed by a beloved 
party; —ſwelled with the ap- 
plauſes of ſuch as held his per- 
ſon in admiration ;— ſtrangely 
mortifying to him it muſt be, 
to ſee within himſelf a ſwarm 
of irregular affections; to be 
convinced that he had no claim 
to the character of an honeſt 
man; — to feel that God deteſts 
him; and, if he were known, 
all good men would avoid him; 
to find himſelf under the ne- 
cefſity of changing the former 
plan of his conduct; — to be 
obliged to abandon his uſual 
train of thinking; —to unravel 

R '; H all 
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all that is paſt; to travel in a 
dark, rugged, ſteep, and, by him, 
a hitherto unfrequented path; 
to do himſelf violence; — to 
undo inveterate habits, and ac- 
quire the op qualities. 
This, it muſt be confeſſed, is 
ſelf-renunciatian, ſelf-denial, the 
crucifixion of the old man. 


But happy is the man that 
will ſubmit to it! for to him be- 
longs the fatisfaftion of having 
elcaped from ſeduction, dark= 
neſs, and deluſion;—eſcaped the 
wrath to come: of conciliating, 
thro* Chriſt Jeſus, the favour 
of God. and winning a crown 
of righteouſneſs. To him be- 
longs the conſciouſneſs of being 
defyvered from the power of his 
enemies; of being directed by 


unerring 
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unerring truth; conducted by 
infallible wiſdom, and ſecured 
from folly and fatal errors, by 
him who has ſaid, Iwill never 
„ leave thee nor forſake thee,” 
who hath commanded us to abide 
in him, and promiſed that he 
will abide in us; and he being 
in us, who can be againſt us? 


In this period of the ſpiri- 
tual life, the principle of Divine 
love, ſhed abroad in the Soul, 
by the views already given of 
Grace through Chriſt Jeſus, is 
ſtrengthened, and acquires ſta- 
bility. This liberal and gene- 
rous principle of holineſs, which 
centres the ſoul in God, ac- 
quires vigour and increaſe by the 
communications of the Divine 
Spirit. By the light, ſupport, 


and 
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and aid, . continually imparted 
to the ſoul, thoſe pious emo- 
tions, and devout, and grate- 
ful affections which promote 
and - eſtabliſh our union with 
God, through the Redeemer, 
acquire the aſcendant in the 
heart, and diffuſe their benign 
influences over all the powers 
and faculties of the mind. Like 
the union of congenial ſouls, 
knit together in triendſhip, our 
union with Chriſt, and attach- 
ment to him, acquires ſteadineſs, 
power, and conſiſtency, by a 
reciprocation of benefits from 
him, and of grateful returns of 
affection from us. I have the 


honour to be, | 
Your, &c. 
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M ADAM, 


ES HOEVER has experi- 
2 W f enced the progreſs of 
KF==% reformation in his own 
temper and conduct, will be 
conſcious of many devious Pprac- 
tices, perverſe paſhons, with 
approaches toward an obſtinate 
reſiſtence of Divine Grace. In 
a higher or lower degree, and 
in too many inſtances, all are 
guilty in this reſpect. Froward 
children try the patience and 
perſeverance of their Tutors. 


But if the latter know their bu- 
. ſineſs, 
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ſineſs, they will, by {kill and 
addreſs, by blandiſhments and 
corrections, reconcile them to 
their duty. A father, of judge- 
ment and bowels, will not, for 
every act of diſobedience, abon- 
don his undutiful Son. Far leſs 
will our Heavenly Father eaſily 
give up the objects of his pa- 
ternal affection. His Spirit 
ſtrives with their perverſeneſs; 
and, by the diſcipline of his pro- 
vidence, by his general and par- 
ticular admonitions, together 
with thoſe ſpecial diſcoveries, he 
imparts; they are reſtored to the 
paths of righteouſneſs, for his 
name's ſake. 


That every thing in human 
nature is precatiois, which hath 
not been eſtabliſhed dy the _ 
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of habit, is a trite obſervation. 


Certain it is, that till the habit 
of holineſs is attained by the 
convert to religion, he will con- 


ſider his ſtate as dangerous, his 
comforts will be broken, the 


power of ſin will operate to the 
prejudice of his ſatisfactions; 
nor will his peace acquire any 
ſtability, till the bias of his 
mind is in favour of truth, 
till the religious principle is 
compleatly formed, and his will 
is reſolved into the will of 


God. 


This happy frame of ſpirit 
is produced in the ſubjects of 
Divine Grace, by their 3 
care- to follow the light, and 
comply with the direction and 


guidance of Supreme Wiſdom. 
Eſpeci- 
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Eſpecially are they diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the proficiency they make 
in an acquaintance with them- 
ſelves. Unenlightened minds 
are blind to thoſe blemiſhes and 
errours in themſelves, which to 
others are obvious. They are 
under the influence of artifices, 
which diſguiſe and nouriſh 
what, if expoſed to their own 
view, they would deteſt, and 
quickly abandon. Such as are 
taught of God ſee, and there- 
fore avoid, the errours and follies 
which, by the palliating arts are 
diſguiſed in others; and ac- 
quire that habit of wiſdom, 
which: gives a harmony to 
their affections; an unifor- 
mity to their conduct; an uni 

to their lives. Self- decei ved 
men varniſh the blind 9 
0 
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of their paſſions, by the artifi- 
cial gloſſes of a corrupted heart. 
The dleareſt diſcoveries they 
render hurtful to themſelves, 

like thoſe diſeaſed conſtitutions 7 
which turn wholeſome food into 
what is pernicious. But the 
children of light improve every 
Truth, to rectify remaining diſ- 
orders, correct their ideas, re- 
fine their natures, and perfect 
their fouls. 


As wiſdom is more excellent 
than folly; as improvements in 
virtue are infinitely ble 
to all the gratifications of ſenſe; 
as our making the neareſt poſſible 
approaches to the Source of Ex- 
cellence, is of more value than 
all the acquifitions of a falſe de- 

veitful heart; ſuch aud ſo great 
9 is 


* 


W err 


1 
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is the difference betwixt the 
ſtate of one who is governed 
by truth, and him that is be- 
wildered by falſehood. The 


latter, influenced by the illuſions 
of ſelf-deceit, is the ſport of 


interfering paſſions. To his vices 


he affixes the names of vir- 


tues. His life is embarraſſed, 
coarſe, patched, and irregular, 
without unity or proportion. 


The former ſees things in their 
proper light, therefore” in the 


ſeveral parts of his conduct, there 


is a well-proportioned union, 
delightful to himſelf, amiable 


among men, acceptable to God. 


By the light that cometh from 
above, he is led in the high way, 


which is called © the way of Holi- 


„ neſs,“ in which the farther he 


advanceth, he moves with the 


1 greater 
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greater 'eale; and, though his ) 
18 reſerved for another 
Pate, he attains, even in this 
life, that facility and readineſs 
In the duties of Religion and 
Righteoufneſs, which gives him 
an earneſt of the unconceivable 
joy he ſhall feel, when his ſoul, 
unmoleſted by diſcordant paſſi- 
Ons, {hall move in exact con- 
formity to the dictates of truth. 


114 


The commandment of God 
is exceedingly broad, and the 
diſeoveries of inwardandoutward 
diſorders will be in proportion 
to our advances in purity of 
heart, and in godly converſation. 
The aſtent of the mount is ſteep 
and flippery, and becomes ſtill 
more 46, the-noaror we — 
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the ſummit . This, however, is 
certain, that the more you balk 
your corrupt melmations, the 
fewer demands they will make; 
The more you habituate your- 
{elf to dificult duties, ſo much 
the eaſier will they become; — 
the fewer inſtances in which you 

* To affirm that in proportion to the convert's 
—.— label, — = fone fic 


couragement to dilig 


gence and perſeverance in 

well-doing. But the Author,preſumes, the ex- 
perience of the faithful in every age will juſtify 
the obſervation, Phat, after conhderable im- 
** provements in the divine life, the new diſcovery 
of maladies in the heart, and of errours in the 
conduct, till then unpercewed, will be a ſouree 
« of renewed humiliation, and ſelf-abhorrence.” 
The traveller, now near the end of his journey, 
- appraiſed of conſiderable deviations from the eight 
path, muſt conſider the neceſſity oi — 
miſtakes as an obſtruction in his 2 vid 
having contemplated the ion of the Divine 
Law, and compared his wward frame, and 
ward deportment, with that ſublime ſtandard uf 
_rQatudle, expreſſes the feelings of a tender 2 
awakened conſcience: © Who can under 
«his ? Cleanſe thou me from 
* faults.” 


bare 


12 
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have recourſe to artifice, the 
more uprightly will you deter- 
mine concerning Sin and Duty. 
If we yield ourſelves up to the 
government of conſcience and 
the good Spirit, —-make Truth 
the ruling object of our hearts, — 
and follow the light without 
limitation or reſerve, we ſhall 
gradually prevail over the ſe- 
ductions of paſſion ;—be deliver- 


ed from the embaraſſments of 


errour, and advance towards an 
union with ſimple, univerſal, 
unereated Truth. | 


To what. pitch of an 
thoſe who commit themſelves 
to the gracious conduct of the 
Divine Spirit, may arrive 1n this 
ſtate, is difficult to determine. 
Our improvements will ' bear a 


"Ig direct 


min — ww 


- ©. min wy I — — 
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direct proportion to our admiſ- 
ſion of, and compliance with, 
the Truth. When we think of 
the illuſtrious names recorded 
with honour in the holy Serip- 
ture, we - muſt prefer their 
ſtate, with all their calamities 
and diſtreſſes, to the condition 
of triumphant wickedneſs. 


Who is not ambitious to be 
what the great Apoſtle to the 
Gentiles was? When forwarned 
of ſufferings from which .frail 
humanity could not but recoil, 
he could ſay to his friends, 
What do you mean, to weep, 
_ © and break my heart? I am 

ready not to be bound only, 
„but to ſuffer death, for the 
„name of the Lord Jeſus!” 
And to his enemies, Would 

I 3 3 
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to God, ye were not only 


« almoſt, but altogether ſuch 
„ as I am, ſave theſe bonds 
I know in whom I have be- 
« heved, and am perſuaded that 
„ he is able to keep that which 
« have committed to him, to 
„the day of the Lord.” We 
emulate the ſtate of Job, with 
all his ſorrows, when we 
hear him exclaim, Till I die, 
« will not remove mine inte- 
“ grity from me; my righteouſ- 
« neſs I will hold faſt, and will 
4 not let it go; my heart;ſhall 
« not reproach me, fo long as 
„% ſhall live. I know that my 
« Redeemer liveth, and that he 
« ſhall ſtand on the earth at the 
latter day; and though the 
« worms conſume this body, 

- + 6 yet, 


. 
7 
» 
5 
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yet, in my fleſh, L ſhall ſee 
« God. 

| Encompaſſed with a cloud of 
witneſſes, may we run the race 


ſet before us, looking to the 
Author and Finiſher of ou fait. 


. 
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MAD A M, 3 

T | ancient faints, and of 
So the Muſtrious few, who 
ſtill continue to dignify human 
nature, will kindle in the ingenu- 
ous es IO es + 
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to riſe to the perfection of the 
Chriſtian. To perfect holineſs, 
is our work on earth. The per- 
fect example of the Son of God, 
is the * according to 
which our character ſhould be 
regulated: To be perfect, as our 
Father in 11 perfect, is 
propoſed as the ultimate object 
of our hearts. 

An union with the Father of 
Lights, in a ſtate of felicity and 
perfection, is, in the Goſpel, 
propoſed to our hopes, as the 
molt ſucceſsful excitement to 
the purification of the heart, 
under the direction and govern- 
ment. of the Spirit of Truth. 
Here we are aſſured, that, 
when we. ſhall emerge from 
this ſcene of depreſſion and diſ- 


order, and chaſe from thoſe 
dark 


" ”. * 


Let. 13. Perfection. 121 
dark priſons, in which our 
immortal fouls are confined, we 
ſhall enter into the regions of 
light, converſe with the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect, and 
ſee, and enjoy, in the moſt in- 
timate communion, the exhauſt- 
leſs fountain of truth and bliſs. 
But this exceeds deſcription, 
and far ſurpaſſes all the heart 
of man can conceive. 


e Light i is Wet and it is a 
* pleaſant thing to behold the 
« fun.” Even the material 
light of that heavenly luminary, 
which quickens and enlivens 


our viſible ſyſtem, gives great 


delight to the mind,” by the in- 
tervention of our bodily organs. 
But this is no more than a very 
n image of that incompre- 
"Readings 
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henſible happineſs, which con- 
fiſts in the full and eternal en- 
joyment of that uncreated Light, 
_— proceeding from it's ori- 
Source, ſhall ſhine upon 

= ſouls without the medium 
of a material ſun, or eyes of 
fleſh. He is debaſed and dege- 
nerated indeed, who feels no 
delight in the entertainment of 
truth. Speculative truths give 
delight to a mind capable of re- 
kſhing them; a delight far be- 
ond all the enjoyments of ſenſe. 
accuſtomed to fachreſearch- 

es ſacrifice to them, not common 
enjoyments only, but riches, 
Fuß, and power; becauſe their 
ſati action, in the former - far 
—— all they feel from the 
But what are the plea- 


fs of ſpeculation, nn. 
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with thoſe of moral and divine- 
truth! How far muſt the joy 
of mathematicians, ſtateſmen;. 
natural philoſophers, in their 
higheſt elevations, fall ſhort of 

e joy of a ſaint, whoſe ſoul, 
and all it's powers, are repleniſh 
ed to the full, with the moft 
clear, ſublime, and tranſporting 
views of divine and practical 
truth? 


But what are all the glimpſes: 
and broken views, Which the 
moſt advanced ſaint can have of 
God and divine things, through 
this dark medium, through the 


crannies and chinks of this 
crazy body, in compariſon of 
what he fhall enjoy, the moment 
he makes his eſcape out of mor- 
r If, as David — day 
«c in 


1 
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in God's courts is better than a 
« thouſand;” a day in heaven, 
muſt be better than all the days 
of David's life, than all the tran- 
fports of joy, experienced by 
David, by Abraham, by Moſes 
himſelf on the mount with God; 
by all, in every age of the world, 
even in their moſt ſublime exta- 
ſies of devotion! 


<« Bleſſed,” faith our Saviour, 
Care the pure in heart, for they 
&« ſhall fee God.“ In this mortat 
ſtate, a foretaſte of this bleſſed- 
neſs is all that is vouchſafed 
the pure in heart; or, at certain 
ſeaſons, they have ſuch a pro- 


ſpect, as Moſes had of Paleſtine, 


from the top of mount Piſgah. 
But how inferior are theſe, to 
what? 1s reſerved for them in the 

heavens? 
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heavens? „We now know but 
«. in part, and ſee theſe objects 
but darkly, as through a 

< glaſs;.our views are dim, par- 
« tial, interrupted, and, in ſome 
degree, falſe; but then, all 
obſtructions being removed, 
and every falſe medium diſ- 
« fipated, we ſhall clearly ſee, 
q = face to face.“ Our ideas 
ſhall be corrected, enlarged, 
and perfected, aud all our aſſo- 
ciates in happineſs ſhall have 
clear and true, ſentiments of 
things; for they ſhall converſe, 
and live, in the ſtricteſt intimacy 
and friendſhip, with ſpirits made 
perfect; that is, men cleared 
of all miſtakes, and purged of 
all errours, and each diſcordant 
thought, which might mar the 


harmony of converſe. . _ 
- BY But 


4 
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like kim. To ſee God, and be 
like him !—this overwhelms the 
mind, and ſilenceth language. | 
It is a happineſs we may look | 
for, becauſe it is promiſed; but : 
af it ve not to attempt 
a deſcri becauſe it exceeds 
deſcription, and fi the 
utmoſt reach of human thought. 


But this is the and 
perſectian to which all are in- 
vited to aſpire, who have re- 

ſigned themſelves to the conduct 
of the Divine Spirit, whole 
bleſſed office” it is, by various 
and ſucceſſive gradations, to 
train them for glory. Having 
them for recerving 
| the truth, he, by the energy 

thereof operating in their hearts, 
1 dic overs 
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diſcovers to them the diſorders, 
degradation, and miſeries of 
their ſtate; and graciouſly ſup- 
ports them under the ſhock 
of that diſcovery: Continu- 
ing ſkilfully to addreſs the moſt 
operative principles of action, 
he ſweetly conſtrains them to 
apply with the utmoſt ardour 
do the purification of their hearts. 
In this work, they are invigo- 
Tated, and carried forward, by 
that Grace, which is ſufficient 
for them, till they attain the 
habits of holineſs in heart and 
life; and all their will is re- 
ſolved into the will of God. 
Thus are they gradually trained 
for that ſtate of perfect felicity, 
which is prepared, and purchaſ- 
ed for them, by the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and for which, 


they 
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they ſhall ſtill be advancing in 
meekneſs, till the happy hour 
of their diſſolution. The 
path of the juſt is as the dawn- 
ing light, that ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect 
« day.” Betwixt the periods 
juſt mentioned, there is the ſame 
difference with reſpect to the 
degrees of light, comfort, and 
joy, as there is in the progreſs 
of light, from the early dawn, 
to the ſplendour of noon- day. 
There may be caſual obſtructi- 
ons of the light, and we ought 
not to expect the ſplendour of 
noon-day in the morning. But 
our ſatisfactions will : generally 
be proportioned to our improve- 
ments, and our joys will cor- 
4 reſpond: to our character. 
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LETTER xv. 


M ADAM, | 
% RAVING laid before 


1 H f you a ſuecinct account 
N of the beginning, pro- 
greſs, and completion of the 
work of Grace in the heart of 
the childien of light, I proceed, 
according to my original plan, 
to obviate objections to all that 
1 have offered, and to point out 
the coincidence of the account 
I have given with the ſentiments 
of the human mind, and the 
dictates of Divine Revelation. 


K That 
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That Almighty God can in- 
— 

ee effort of power, bean, 

the coneurrenee or co-operation 
of the convert, will not be queſ- 


tioned by any man of ſound 
Judgement. tt the poſfibility 
of any thing doth not infer it's 
exiſtence. God may convert 
a ſinner as ſuddenly as our 
Saviour cured — th The 
few. inſtances recorded in Scrip- 
ture of perſons converted by 
an inſtantaneous act of Sovereign 
Power, and Grace, demonſtrate 
the poſſibility of this; but that 
God will gener ally do fo, we have 
no. reaſon, either from Scrip- 
ture or experience, to believe, 
He who, from à few facts of 
2 would conclude that 

1 this 


— 
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this is the eſtabliſhed method of 
implanting gracious principles 
in the heart of man, acts as un- 
reaſonably as if he fu 

that there is the ſame probabi- 
lity of his ſubſiſting by manna 
from heaven, as by the natural 
productions of the earth. The 
peremptory commands deli- 
vered in Scripture to put off the 
old man, and put on the new 
man, to make to ourſelves a 
-new heart, to work out our own 
ſalvation, and, with the utmoſt 
diligence, and fervour of ſpirit, 
to apply ourſelves to the various 
duties of religion and righteouſ- 
neſs, evinee the abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of our own co-operation, 
and the tree conſent of our 
Will. 


e 


132 Pirtue Progreſive. Let. 14. 


Injunctions ſo frequently re- 
peated, and ſo earneſtly enforced, 
will, with a man of judge- 
ment and candour, out-weigh 
all artificial reaſonings to the 
contrary. Deeply impreſſed 
with the neceſſity of exert- 
ing all the powers of his mind 
in regulating his thoughts, af- 
fections, and actions, he will 
expect the agency of the Divine 
Spirit; not in contradiction, but 


in exact r to the laws 
| of his being. bn 


_ © To. extol the power of the 
Supreme Governor by ſpeaking 
reverently and honourably of 
that, and all the other perfec- 
tions which eonſtitute the di- 
vine character, can give no of- 
fence to the _ of piety and 

74 virtue. 
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virtue. But to imagine that 
what is merely poſſible, will 
actually be done, to the viola 
tion of an eſtabliſned plan, 
graciouſly and wiſely calculated 
to accompliſh all the valuable 
_ ends which can be expected to 
ariſe from that bare poſſibility; 
is to imagine and ſpeak at ran 
dom. God hath encouraged us 
to depend upon him for the 
communication . every bleſſing 
neceſſary to our perfection and 
happineſs. He hath promiſed 
to beſtow all thoſe bleſſings, 
according to the tenour of a co- 
venant of grace and love, ra- 
tified by the blood of his dear 
Son; but he hath no where told 
us that he will, in any inſtance, 
fet aſide that well- ordered co« 
eum merely to make an ex 

K 3 periment 


periment how far an 6ccaſtonal 
bogs of his omnipotent arm 
* a vel Hamed nn. : 


ilubighty' Power <an pro- 
auch x plentiful crop from a 
barren: Ba, without the inter- 
vention of man's culture, 
and without the influences of 
the 5 and. of the rains and 
— could, in the ex- 
Peiſtation of ſuch à ſupernatural 
production, neglect the labqurs 
nereſfary for his proviſion, he: 
would juſtiy incur the impu- 
tatiùm both of ſloth and pre- 
ſumptiom. Our depending on 

God, fur the interpoſition of 
kiw Abmighty Power, without 


— of a — X 
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and contrary to the known rules 
of his government; ſo far from 
evidencing the vigour of our 
faith, and the unreſervedneſs of 
our truſt in him, will prove 
that our notions of the divine 
character / and adminiſtration, 
are fundamentally erroneous. 
« The gracious Author of life 
feeds the fowls of the air, 
„ who neither ſow, nor _ 
«© nor gather into barns.“ H 

could with equal eaſe ſupport the 
whole race of animals, without 
their care, or induſtry. Ny, 
he could, by an immediate exer- 
tion of his Omnipotence, com- 
municate to the whole world- of 
animals, rational and irrational, 
all that variety of pleaſing ſen- 
ſations, they now derive from the 
Tr Ln of the different ob- 
K + | jets, 
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Jes, which are ſuitable to their 
ſeveral conſtitutions. Thus far, 
and much farther, doth the no- 
tion of poſſibilities extend. 
But what man, endued with 
an ordinary ſhare of common 
ſenſe, can expect that the Al- 
mighty Governor will ſubvert 
the grand and beautiful ſyſtem 
he bath already eſtabliſhed, 
and according to which he ful- 
fils the purpoſes of his unſearch- 
able 3 | That he will, 


in the government of the Mx 


tural world, violate his original 
appointment, is not preſumed; 
and to hope that he will do ſo, in 
the moral world, muſt be unrea- 
ſonable. The moral world is 
the grand and primary object 
of the Divine Adminiſtration; 
| and muſt the- laws of his mo 
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ral ent be accounted 
leſs ſacred, and more liable to 
be ſuperſeded or reverſed, than 
thoſe by which he rules over 
the world of nature? No, cer- 
tainly. Theſe: were framed in 
ſubſerviency to thoſe.” Our Sa- 
viour aſſures us, that the frame 
of nature, and the laws im- 
poſed on it, may be altered, 
nay, ſhall be diſſolved; but the 
laws by which the moral world 
is governed, admit of no vari- 
ation. The truth is, to ima- 
gine that God will violate, in 
our favour, the plan of his ad- 
miniſtration, either in his king- 
dom of Providence or Grace, ſa- 
vours of a conſeious pride, and 
perſuaſion of our own import- 
ance, extremely unbecoming 
"OY 6 ſervants. 
That 
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That miraculous: efforts of 
Almighty Power, exerted in an 
unſtant, and Productire of ef · 
fects ſo perfect in their kind, 
as to admit of no fatther/ im- 
provement, conduce moſt to 
the Divine glory, is the ſenti- 
ment but of a vulgar mind. 
What is grand and aſtoniſhing, 
ſtrikes the ſenſes, and excites 
the paſſrons of ſuperficial ob- 
ſervers, in a more affecting and 

lively manner than effects pro- 
duced by the flow and progreſ- 
hive. operations of ſecondary 
cauſes. | But, in the govern- 
ment of his -own world, God 
intended to diſplay the conti- 
nued . exercife of his wi/dom, 
and to reſerve marvellous inter- 
ions of his immodiate 
en for ſingular occaſions. 

Signs 
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Signs and prodigies are never 
exhibited, + but to alarm and 
rouſe an unthinking ani inere- 
dulous world, and to execute the 
ſtupendous deſigns of mercy, 
or of judgement; nor would 
ſigns and prodigies, though re- 
peated every day, keep at anequal 
pitch the aſtoniſhment of men. 
The paſſion of ſurpriſe is, of 
neceſſity, as momentary as the 
cauſes of it are uncommon. 
When theſe diſappear, or be- 
eome familiar, the ſurpriſe is 
gone. Comets blazing every 
night in the heavens, would, 
in proceſs. of time, be ſurveyed 
with as little tra as the 
riſing and fettmg ſun, With 
a kind of: ſt itious emotion, 
the peaſant gazes at an echplc; 
but cke ſun and moon, walk- 
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ing in their brightneſs, he be- 
holds without amazement. Be- 
ſides, God hath framed” the 
general plan of his adminiſtra- 
tion, not ſo much to engage 


our aſtoniſhment, as to prompt 


us to the beſt uſe of our reaſon, 
of our ingenuity, of our in- 
duſtry; and to provide the moſt 
worthy entertainment for our 
beſt affections. A man of ſound 
judgement who, for theſe truly 
improving purpoſes, ſtudies 


the works of nature, and the 


events of providence, ſees the 
Divine Glory more conſpicu- 
ouſly diſplayed in executing his 
grand purpoſes, by the inter- 
vention of ſubordinate powers, 
operating uniformly according 
to the Wo laws of a wiſely- 

| | adjuſted 
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adjuſted ſyſtem. Is not the 


harmonious revolution of the 
heavenly lights, in their various 
orbits, more fruitful of ſublime 
inſtruction, in the perfections 
and providence of God, than 
the going back of the ſun on 
the dial of Ahaz? The Divine 
Glory ſhines far more illuſtri- 
ouſly upon the mind that 
traces the various laws and 
combinations of powers, by 
which the earth produceth her 
fruits, animals ſubſiſt, and 
men arrive at maturity; than if 
all theſe effects ſhould immedi— 
ately exiſt by the fiat of * 
mighty Power. 


„ der and obe ad: 
ſopher the diſcoveries //in na- 
tural hiſtory -afford truly grand 


ideas 
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ideas ef the Divine nature; 
and he who knows, and js 
not improved by them, is in- 
ſenſible to whatever ought to 
ture. Butitis Fromah aperationg 
of God in the moral world, we 
derive the trueſt and moſt atfect- 
ing ſentiments of the Divine 
Majeſty and Glory, This is the 
maſt curious and intereſting 
object of the human mind. 
the nobleſt ſcene that can be 
lad open to the intellectual 
powers. But how little do we 
know, how much lefs can we 
-comprehend,. of what the Great 
God has done, is at preſent 
doing, and will 52 do, 
to conduct all his children to 
perfection! The period faſt ap- 
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when 
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when the whole ſhall be laid 
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ligence. Then ſhall his govern- 
ment be; fully vindicated 
his © gocdneſs towards all. — 
his forbearance towards the 
wicked, — his peculiar, — and 
diftinguiſhing favour. towards 
the juft ;—all ſhall be diſplayed 
to the triumph and exultation 
of his faithful ſervants. Amenz 
and to his name be La * 
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ideas ef the Divine nature; 


and he who knows, and is 
not improved by them, is in- 
ſenſible to whatever ought to 
exalt and perfect human na- 
ture. But it is from the operations 
of God in the moral world, we 
derive the trueſt and moſt affect 
ing ſentiments of the Divine 
Majeſty and Glory. This is the 
moſt curious and intereſting 
object of the human mind. 
the nobleſt ſcene that can be 
lad open to the intellectual 
Powers. But how little do we 
know, how much lefs can we 
- -comprehend,. of what the Great 
God has done, is at preſent 
doing, and will hereafter do, 
to conduct all his children to 
perfection! The period faſt ap- 


en happy period, 


when 
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when the whole ſhall be laid 


improvement 

ligence. Then ſhall his govern- 
ment be; fully vindicated— 
his © poodnefs towards all,. — 
his forbearance towards the 
wicked, — his peculiar, — and 
diſtinguiſhing favour towards 
the juſt ;—all ſhall be diſplayed 
to the triumph and  exultation 
of his faithful ſervants. Amenz 
and to his name be praiſe, 


T am, | 
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LETTER XY; 


MADAM ee daher 


— ſaints above ſing 
1 T 4 the ſong of Moſes 120 
the Lamb. In celeſtial 
harmony, they celebrate the diſ- 
penſations of Providence and 
Grace, under the Old and New 
Teſtament. In melodious ſtrains, 
they commemorate acts of con- 
ſumate wiſdom, and of exube- 
rant goodneſs, to the world in 
general, and each to himſelf in 
particular. All will exert their 
r powers, and tune their 


VOICES, 


Pp 
> 


, Ad © Ei i, AY 4 


all the good 
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voices, to the praiſe of God and 


the Lamb. 


Nor does even Chriſtian hu- 
mility forbid us to believe, what 
we are authoriſed by the Divine 
Spirit to affirm, that the Lord, 
ohr Redeemer, will reckon up 
actions of his fol- 
lowers, the moſt trivial, as well 
as the more important. Before 
angels and ſaints, he will con- 
fels their names, and enumerate 
the pious and benevolent offices 
of thoſe, who have been ani- 
mated by a pure intention, to 
promote the intereſts of his poor 
friends, the comfort of his crea- 
tures, or the honour of his name 
upon the earth. All that they 
have done from a ſenſe of duty, 
and of free choice; eſpecially 
| L their 
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their ſelf-renunciationz—their 
preference of the will of God to 
their own inclinations ;—their 
conflicts, ſtruggles, and efforts, 
in obedience to conlſcience;— 
their ſincere endeavours, in ſub- 
miſſion to the ſuggeſtions of the 
Spirit of Grace, are faithfully 
recorded, and ſhall be graciouſ- 
ly remembered. Their tears 
he hath put in his bottle. Their 
holy fortitude, — patient reſig- 
nation, — meekneſs and ſimpli- 
city, - thoſe acts of juſtice and 
charity; which have been ca- 
lammated by the world, over- 
looked among men, and per- 
haps forgotten by themſelves, 
will appear upon the records of 
Heaven, and be publiſhed in 
the, ears of all in Heaven and 
on Barth. te! | 195. 

— 010 The 
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expe&tation of. this. — 
ſo. awful. in itſelf, yet ſo ſolae- 
ing to an upright heart, hath, 
to thouſands. of ſuffering ſaints, 
been a ſource, of ſweet and 
ſeaſonable conſolations. That 
the proſpect ſhould not prompt 
all who are called to the hope 
of that high honour, to become 
more rich towards God, in the 
fruits of compaſſion and mercy, 
and to aſpire after ſublimer im- 
provements in patience, in forti- 
tude, in purity, in faithfulneſs, is 
aſtoniſhing! Ambition isa power - 
ful principle in the human breaſt. 
Many who fee nothing but de- 
grading meanneſs, in the groſs 
pleaſures of ſenſuality, and have 
fortitude to reſiſt the charms of 
gold, feel themſelves impelled, 
by an inſatiable thirſt after fame, 
| L 2 to 


{ 
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to enterpriſes much leſs prac- 
neable than the ordinary duties 
of the Chriſtian calling. I need 
not ſpeak of the vaſt numbers 
of candidates for this kind of 
glory, who have been unſuc- 
ceſsful in the purſuit, Thoſe 
whoſe ſanguine hopes were not 


/ Fruſtrated, what did even they 


obtain? A puff of periſhing ap- 
plauſe, from a few incompetent 
judges; a reſpectable name for 
2 few years, and over a narrow 
extent of country; a name, 
which, a few ages, at moſt, 
buried in forgetfulneſs, or which, 
to the end of time, may be con- 
ſigned to deſerved infamy. But 
all who, by a patient continu- 


alice in doing well, ſeek after 
glory, honour, and immorta- 
lity, ſhall haye their labour of 


L. 
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love, and works of holineſs, 


proclaimed by Him, who alone 
diſcerns the full value of ge- 


nuine worth, the bountiful Re- 


warder of the faithful, and the 


Sovereign: Judge of the whole 
rational world. That his ap- 
probation: may be the more uni- 
verſally promulgated, all the 
bright orders of Angels, and. 
all the individuals of the human 
_ kind, ſhall be the eye and ear 
witneſſes of the honours to be 
conferred on the juſt. Notin an 
obſcure corner ſhall their faith- 
ful and zealous ſervices be re- 
eounted. Heaven is to be the 
theatre, where 
honourably di 
mall their fame be mortal. It is 
to be a bright gem in that 
cromn of — which 
L 3 ſhall 


they ſhall be 
Nor 


.. 
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ſhall ſhine with increaſing luſtre 
during a wide and boundleſs 
eternity. How ſhould theſe 
tranſporting conſiderations rouſe 
every power of activity, and 
fire every heart, to excel in 
every thing good and praiſe- 
worthy ? Were this glorious 
proſpect frequently realiſed to 
the mind, the Chriſtian, whoſe 
converſation is in Heaven, 
would become more indifferent 
every day, to the judgement of 
men, and more ambitious of 
thoſe immortal honours, which 
God hath reſerved for the-faith- 
ful. This bleſſed principle ope- 
rating uniformly and vigorouſly 
in all hearts, and producing it's 
proper effects, would make this 
earth the delightful abode of 
5 prack, and 1755 
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This publick approbation which 
now might endanger our virtue, 
will then have no other influ- 
ence, than to produce the ex- 
ertion of the whole force of the 
ſoul, in new ſtrains of gratitude, 
to him, to whom the praiſe of 
all is due; to him, who afforded 
the occaſions, —furniſhed the 
means,—beſtowed the aids, — 
and miniſtered the ſupports, 
they will pour forth their fouls. 
in thankſgiving and praiſe. To 
him, - who, paſhng over your 
failures, imparted the begin- 
ning, the progreſs, and the per- 
fection of that virtue, which, to 
you, will be an ever- flowing 
fountain of felicity and joy. You 
will for ever ſing glory, and 
honour, and praiſe, 


L 4 - But | 
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But we think and as 
children do, of the actions and 
enjoyments of wiſe men, when 
we attempt an account of the 
honours and joys of glorified 
ſpirjts: But from the revelation 
, and from all our ideas 
of virtue, friendſhip, and bleſſ- 
edneſs, we muſt conelude, that 
ſuch is the felicity of the ſaints 
in Heaven, Reeiprocał returns 
of praiſe, for what -God hath 
done for them, and gratulation 
for their compliance with him, 
are the chief ingredients of that 
glory, to which we are called. 


But if the virtuous character 
were formed in us otherwiſe, 
than by the exertion of our own: 
will, in ſubordination to, and 
compliance with, the agency of 

| | God; 
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God; there could be no place 
for praiſe and gratulation. Lefs. 
glory would redound to God, 
and leſs honour to his ſaints, 
if fewer acts of grace on his 
part, and fewer acts of obedi- 
ence on theirs, were ſufficient 
to form the virtuous character. 
Happy were it, if men would 
ceaſe to amuſe themſelves with 
expectations, which ſeem ad- 
verſe to the plan of Divine go- 
vernment, and the end of our 
e pn. 


We naturally wiſh: to avoid 
pain, and an active exertion of 
our powers, in contradiction to 
the bias of our will. Therefore, 
we wiſh to have a change pro- 
duced in us, with little trouble 
to ourſelves. If wrong habits, 


and 


1.54 Exertion of the Mill, &c. Let. 1 5. 
and corrupt affections, were de- 
ſtroyed, and the contrary im- 
planted in us at once by Al- 
mighty Power, it would be far 
more conſonant to our- ſluggiſh 
wiſhes, than the tedious, pain- 
ful, and laborious courſe of ſelf- 
denial, and activity, required 
in ſubduing corrupt; and ac- 
quiring virtuous habits. But 
tho* the former may be more 
agreeable to man, the latter is 
moſt acceptable to God. This, 
in the end, will redound to our 
own felicity, and to the praiſe 
of the glory of that Grace, 
wherein we are accepted in the 
Beloved. 
I amy 
Your, &c. 


LETTER 


i hs 


LETTER XVI. 
"MADAM, 


FN O a ſober and candid 
' 1 | judgement it muſt ap- 
N pear evident, that we 
have a painful and laborious 
work aſſigned us by our Sove- 
reign, and Judge. But in this 
we are not left to act by our- 
ſelves. In its beginning, pro- 
greſs, and concluſion, at all 
times, and in all places; we 
are aſſured of a Divine influence 
and direction. It is indeed our 
honour, and happineſs, to be 
workers together with God. * 
$2524 tne 
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the work is not ours; it is God's. 
We are God's huſbandry, we 
are God's building.“ H we are 
commanded to draw near to 
Him, we are alſo aſſured of 
an inward drawing, and teach- 
ing, which doth not leave our 
compliance altogether to our 
7 ons, arora 


In baptiſm, we vow an exact 
conformity to the Lord Feſus. 
But 1a this ordinance we ex- 
preſs our dependance, not on 
the efforts and energy of our 
will; but on the aids and in- 
fluences of that Spirit, which is 
communicated in this inſtitu- 
tion. We are ſaved by the 
waſhing of regeneration, and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The apoſtles conſider the reſi- 
9580 | dence 
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dence of the Holy Ghoſt in us, 
not as a matter of doubt, but 
as a truth familiar to the mind 
of every Chriſtian. That He 
dwells in us as his temple, 
ſuperintending our thoughts, 
regulating the movements of 
our minds, and, watchfulty and 
frlfully, directing our lives; a 
ever ent to aid — 
tomfort us, they conſider as an 
indiſputed truth, and as the 
undoubted privilege of every 
For the continuance 
of a gift of ſuch conſequence, 
we muſt indeed apply to God; 
but in this we are not left to 
our own direction; for the Spirit 
helps our infirmities, and makes 
interceſſion, or enables us to 
intercede for ourſelves, with an 


acceptable 
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acceptable and ſucceſsful fer- 


VENncy. # * 4 . 


To watch, and to walk cir- 
cumſpectly, is our duty; but to 
our own vigilance and circum- 
ſpection we are not intruſted, 


but to his who'-1s; the Biſhop 


and Shepherd of ſouls. To 
him all power in heaven and 
earth is given, in reward of 
his obedience and ſufferings. 
He, for the benefit of his church, 


is the head over all things: 


therefore, conducted by his 
Spirit within, and protected by 
his Providence without, we are 
ſecured againſt all trials, and 
events; —againſt being 8 
above what we are able 
bear ;—againſt being ſeparated 
from the love of God ;—againſt 
| ſuffering 
2 
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ſuffering irreparably from the 
moſt inſidious and powerful 
combinations of viſible or in- 
viſible adverſaries. Surrounded 
as we are with temptations; — 
threatened by the power and 
policy of our paſſions; —endan- 
gered by the treachery of our 
own hearts; we muſt work 
« out Ct ſalvation with fear and 
e trembling :* But we are encou- 
raged by the aſſurance given 
us, that God worketh in us 
both to will and to do, of his 
own good pleaſure. 


The fleſh luſteth againſt the 
Spirit; and the law, in our mem- 
bers, warreth againſt the law of 
our minds. In this warfare, 
the ſtruggle is juſtly compared 
to _ moſt painful ſufferings 

and 
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and laborious exerciſes. But 


we are aſſured that © the law of 
<< the Spirit of life in Chriſt 
<< Jeſus, will make us free from 
4 the law of fin, and of death, 
« Greater is he that is in us, than 
« he that is in the world; and 
„through him we ſhall be more 
** than conquerors.” 


If we keep to the better 
direction, we ſhall not fall 
under the influence of any baſe 
paſſion; at leaſt, no in.quity 
ſhall obtain dominion over us. 

The aids graciouſly provided 
as remedies for our ignorance 
and weakneſs, though rejected 
by ſome who boaſt of deep re- 
ſearches into the philoſophy of 
our conſtitution, are, in every 
view . 
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„ adlaßted to the 1 eſent 
= and feelings of an 
nature. The Author. of Sur 
being bath implatted in our 
breaſts, a variety of Powers, 
which require the iter vention 
of foreigm culture, befbre the) 
carr he ap to any vatuab! 
purp6ſs Without” inſtruction 
from others, we could” for 

exerciſe 2 our limbs, our 
organs of ſpecch, nor the fa- 
cuſty of reaſom Phere is, in 
young minds, à principle odd 
eilſity, of imitation; and an 
inquiſitzve ſpirit, which' corre- 
fpond t6 their untutored ſtate. 
Even the exertion of bodily 
ſtrength depends not fo much 
on inherent power, as on the 
influence of diſcipline and Ha- 
bit. Nor is the caſe otherwiſe 
n! M in 
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in works of ingenuity. One 


endued with a more than or- 


dinary meaſure of natural ac- 
cuteneſs, and extent of mental 


qualities, will not, after repeat- 
ed experiments, and a long 
continued application, acquire 


that exactneſs, maſterly ſkill, 
and methodical dexterity of 


operation, Which another of 
inferiour capacity, aſſiſted by 


proper inſtructors, may, in a 
very ſhort time, attain. The 
enlarged improvements of the 


moſt conſummate philoſophers, 


are derived from principles in- 
ſtilled into their minds by edu- 
cation, Without a preparatory 


courle of inſtruction, even a 
Sir. Iſaac Newton would never. 
have been acconinted-the chief 


Amid 


of Philoſophers. 
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Amidſt thoſe ſcenes of ſuf- 


fering, which try human for- 


titude to the utmoſt, the mind, 
by a kind of conſtitutional im- 
pulſe, ſeeks from others that 


relief which inherent ' powers 
cannot afford. Under the a- 
gonies of bodily pain, under the 
ſcourge of unmerited violence, 
under the calamities of pe- 
nury, the ſufferer has recourſe, 
withimportunity, to thoſe whoſe 
{kill, humanity, or power, are 
preſumed ſufficient for allevi- 
ating, or removing, his 18 
and ſorrows. 0 


A Ser e ach * 


and Divine love, will, in every 
enterpriſe, and under every 
trial, implore God's gracious | 
- countenance and ſupport, Nay, ' 

1 even 


ä 
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event thoſe who, in their proſper- 
ous days, treat the docrine of Di- 
Tine aids and influences, with 
a profuſion of ridicule, will, 
in caſea of unfupportable pain, 
and oft alarming danger, flee 
for ſuceour ta that God, whom, 
tilkthen, they neglectad and de- 
ſpiſech The uſe: of fupernatural 
aids in Religion cannot there- 
fore, bo deniac without contra- 
&&@ig facts, which have their 
foundation. eee ee 
a human nature. 


Thoſe 3 e WA of 
the heathen world, who un- 
denitivpdi humam nature as well 
ag ſoma modern didtatons. in. 
Iterature;. give: it as their 
ohmion That no man, at any 
1 — —— great, 


1 or 
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gor good, without, a divine im- 
pulſe.” "Inſtances are recorded of 
armies performing wonders of 
Heroiſm in battle; from the 
perſuaſion that the inviſible 
powers of heaven were their 
witneſſes, and guardians, in the 
cc; and ready to ſecond 

very effort for victory. Up- 
on ak principles of Chriſtianity, 
what ſcope is afforded. for ac- 
quitting ourſelves with a Divine 
ardour in the labours of our 
high and holy calling? But 
I reſerve the conſideration of 
the comfort ariſing from the 
allurance of Divine aſſiſtances, 
as the ſubject of a fn 
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LETTER . 


A DAN, 


nnn we attentively 
f W ſurvey the diſpenſa- 
eres tion of grace through 
Chriſt jeſus, it muſt move our 
regrete and aſtoniſhment to con- 
ſider the reception given to it 
by mankind. To obſerve it 
made the ſubject of idle diſ- 
putes,—disbelived by fome, — 
doubted: by: others, —miſtaken 
by many;—thought ſo plain and 
obvious hy multitudes, as to 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of a re- 
velation ern d with ab- 

E ſolute 


e 
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ſolute neglect, by ſuch as pro- 

feſs to believe it, muſt affect the 

ſuſceptible heart with the deep 
eſt concern. Here is a ſtriking 

proof of the unreaſonableneſs, 
unworthineſs, and inſenſibility, 
of degenerate men. But to you 

it will be agreeable to obſerve, 
That the diſcovery given of the 
grace of God in the Goſpel, im 
parts to the human mind the 
moſt ample ſatisfaction, in refe- 
rence to our moſt im t con- 
cerns ;—a ſatisfaction no where 
elſe ts be found. 


| 80 conſonant to our ideas 
of goodneſs, and ſo agreeable 
to our hopes from the Di- 
vine Being is the diſcovery, 
that it hath been miſtaken for 
a+ branch of natural religion. 


But when it is obſervced, that 
M 4 the. 


the ancient philoſophers, who 
were hath more capable, and 
better diſpoſed to mquire, than 
thoſe in modern times, fell hort 
of the meaneſt Chriſtiane in 
their ideas of Divine grace, the 
neceſſity of Divine revelation 
cannot be doubted... The an- 
cients taught, That God would 
befriend: the juſt, in proportion 
to their ggad-behaviour, But 
that He would ſhew favour to 
bad menymrightcit their return, 
interpoſe for their recovery, 
D receive them on their te- 
pentance;—of all this; of all 


8 benęfits of his Son's media- 
tion, they knew. nothing with 
certaigty: And if our modern 
ſceptics know more than -the 
et ene they owe 
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it to that revelation they ſeem 
to deſpite: 


1 and happy is that 
change, which the 3 
of God, through Chriſt Jeſus, 
hath effected upon the moral 
government. — the ſpiritual in- 
tereſts, — the ſacred privileges 
and eivil claims — of man- 
kind, Without this we might 
have wiſhed, —hoped,—expect- 
ed,—and, with the thinking part 
of the ancients, bad recourſe 
to tradition, for what we igno- 
rantly call the religion of nature. 
But to a mind conſcious of guilt, 
—perfnaded of the rectitude of 
the Divine government,—im- 
preſſed with the purity and ju- 
ſticę of the Divine nature, and 
— with boundleſs „ 

e 


the methods of grace alone can 
give relief. In rejectingit, is there 


not a folly, and inſenſibility, 
peculiar to thoſe WhO Rave 
eyes and ſes not; and ears, but 


«hear not?“ 


Fer errors adopted by this fri- 
volous ag, are of more pernici- 


ous tendency, than the belief that 
the offers made us in the goſpel, 
are ſuch as might reaſonably be 
expected, under any mild and 
equitable adminiſtration of go- 
vernment. Scarcely can any 
thing be more obvious than that 
the former is perfectly adapted 
to the ſtate of human nature, 
and may be depended upon 
with abſolute ſecurity; whereas 


be fulfilled; and, if relied on, 
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the terms of the latter never will 
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muſt 
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muſt give a dreadful diſappoint- 
ment. That we will do what 
may be reaſonably expected, is 
a chimerieal. ſuppoſition. . 


Who applies for the grace of 
God with the fervour ſuited to 
his ſtate? Hath the fincereſt 
penitent that ſorrow, that vigi- 
lance,. thoſe earneſt endeavours, 
which his condition requires? 
Who. combats his paſſions with 
that fortitude and perſeverance; 
which might be expected? ”m 
we not 3 need of pa 
don and renewed acts of 5 6244 
Could we claim theſe upon any 
plan of mild adminiſtration? 
But of all theſe, we are aſſured, 
by the Grace of the Goſpel: 
Here all our deſires and expec- 
tations are fully ſatisfied. Here 

| 18 
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is a plan of government exactly 


adapted to 5 condition of ſin- 


ful creatures. The goſpel con- 
tains an hypotheſis, more truly 
philoſophical than has ever been 


conceived by Philoſophers, an- 


cent or modern, 


lt merits particular attention, 
that under the mildeſt govern- 
ments, the ſubject may incur 
a forfeiture of all his privileges, 


by bad behaviour. But it is 


by final and inflexible obſtina- 
cy, alone, we forfeit the Grace 
of the goſpel. Our privileges 
do not ariſe from any claim or 
right, but from the grace of 
God, and the merits of his Son; 
therefore, can be recovered by 
a new application to the ſame 
ſource from whence they were 
CL derived, 
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derived. H a ſinner applies, 
he ſhall obtain: grace. Tho' he 
is conſcious that he hath not im- 
proved, as he might and ought 
to have done, the aut already 
vouchſafed to him; yet he hath. 
not incurred a n but 
may renew his addreſſes; and 
will, upon his doing. for with 
ſuitable humility andiearneſtneſs, 
obtain renewed aids to recover 
himſelf to repentanee: — and, 
notwithſtanding new failures, 
he Has acceſs to the exkmuſtleſs 
Source oß grace; and forgiveneſs; 
vrhence he may, by renewed ap- 
plications. and endeavours, de- 
rive grace, tillthe deſired change 
is accompliſnhed.. Ho ſuperior 
then is the Grace of God, to! 
the mildeſt ments among 
men? * efſentially-ifferemt, 


from 
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from the terms on which moſt 
men would reſt their hopes! 


J am unwilling to inſult the | 
underſtanding of any perſon, by 


. ſuppoſing that a man ſhould 
encourage himſelf in wickedneſs 
from the grace of God, and ap- 


ply for it, without any honeſt 
deſign or endeavour to reform. 
For inflexible obſtinacy diſqua- 
lifies for grace. In the cafe 


ſuppoſed, obſtinacy is heighten- 


ed by the moſt audacious diſin- 


genuity: And he who hopes 


for favour, whilſt he perſiſts in 
fin, is willingly deceived, and 


there is no remedy. _ But to 
offer cautions on ſo plain a ſub- 
ject, is ſuperfluous. Your pa- 


tience, for the preſent, ſhall have 


no — trial, from, _ 
| Your, &c. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
MADAM, i 


KH AT liberties are 
1 G. 1 commonly taken with 
== the poſterity of Abra- 
ham, whom the Lord brought 
out of Egypt, and whoſe per- 
verſeneſs we, upon good grounds, 
cenſure with great ſeverity. But 
we forget, that in condemn- 
ing them, we paſs. ſentence 
againſt ourſelves. Like them, 
we hope to get to heaven with 
little trouble, we , murmur at 
the hardſhips. of the journey, 

gs. begrudge 


| 
; 
; 
| 


h 
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begrudge our toils and labours; 
and; hke them, refuſe to combat 
our paſhons; and therefore; 
fall after the ſame example 
„of unbelief.“ Our Saviour 
hath given us a far more expli- 
cit account, than Moſes gave 
the Iſraelites, of the dithoulties, 
wil and dangers, of our jour- 
but we delude ourſelves, 

with hopes of eafily arriving at 
the promiſed reſt, by an effort of 
Almighty; Power. However tlie 
experience of every gobd perſon 


coincides with the declaration of 


the Lord Jefns, that itisthrough 
much tribulation, through pain, 
and ſuffering, we can enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven. 


If we are ſubjected to the ſame 
* and hardſhips, in the 
practice 
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practice of moral virtue with 
other men, what benefit have 

we by the diſpenſation of Grace? 
« Much, every way.“ A young 
Diſciple, aided by an accom- 
pliſhed Tutor, will make pro- 
ficiency in learning, far beyond 
what he could attain by the help 
of books only, and the other im- 
plements of ſtudy. He himſelf 
muſt indeed apply, but his 
Tutor will give him the neceſſary 
helps, convey to his mind in- 
ſtruction, quicken his diligence, 
and engage him to exert him- 
ſelf with vigour. Under an able 
and experienced general, a 
young gentleman learns the art 
of war. His inſtructions, . di- 
rections, example; his look, his 
voice, will animate: the pupil in 
that ſervice. He will expole the 
| N young 
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young warrior to toils and dan- 
gers, bazards, and hardſhips; 
ſuch as he is able to bear; and, 
by theſe methods, will form him 
for the military life. Of what 
advantage was it to the Iſraelites, 
to have the Lord of Hoſts for 
their Leader and their King? 
But of all theſe, and many more 


advantages far ſurpaſſing theſe, 


he is poſſeſſed, who 2 him- 
ſelf to the conduct of the Divine 


Spirit, and accepts the media- 
tion of the Son of God. 


Till men limit their imagina- 


tions, and diſmifs arbitrary ſup- . 


politions; till they found their 
judgements on the word of God, 
and well-known facts; we ſhall 
continue to be infeſted with the 


W fanatics, and the * 
oo 
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of infidels. But the ſlighteſt 
attention to what is extremely 
obvious, the diſtinction between 
what men vill do of themſelves, 
and what they may be brought 
to do with the aid of others, 
would have prevented that 
whole controverſy, about the 
powers of man to practiſe re- 
ligion. How many do you 
know, who, by proper culture, 
might have been uſeful and or- 
namental to fociety; but left, 
as they are, to their own direc- 
tion, are good for nothing? 
Men of rank and birth, are too- 
often of no other utility, than 
N add to the publick conſumpt. 
oſſeſſed as they are of good 
natural map and of means 
and motives to improvement, 


N.2 to 
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to their families, and ſervice to 
their country, had they fallen 
into good hands. In provinces 
remote from the ſeat of 
government, we juſt now ob- 
ſerve, with deep ' regret, mul- 
titudes abandoning their na- 
tive country; who, patronized 
by men of ſkill, benevolence, 
and patience, might have 
contributed to the defence, 
and opulence, of the common- 
wealth. To mention the im- 
provements of youth by edu- 
cation is ſuperfluous; happy 
were it, if half the trouble were 
employed in forming the minds, 
that ſome of the moſt worthleſs 
take to diſtort the bodies, of the 
riſing generation. — But enough 
of thoſe who reje& the goſpel, 


and have recourſe to the terms 
of 


ne re r S e amt 
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of a mild and ne admi- 


niſtration. 


Truely deplorable would be 
the ſtate of mankind, if our 
hopes were founded on our own 
efforts. If the hopes of the im- 
penitent were founded on the 
reformation, they themſelves 
would accompliſh; —if the hopes 
of the penitent did depend on 
the improvements, they them- 
ſelves would make upon their 
own character; —if the expec- 
tations of the beſt men, were 
founded on the proportion be- 
tween their privileges and ad- 
vancements in religion. All men, 
without exception, have need 
of proviſion for cancelling their 
guilt, for ſupplying their indi- 

N 3 gence, 
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gence, and helping _— 
infirmities. 


Happy! happy are thoſe only, 
who have Tehg 


ned themſelves 
to the Grace of God in Chrift 
Jeſus !— For though we daily 
incur a forfeiture, we may, 
through Faith, and a patient 
continuance in well-doing, in- 
herit the promiſes. May ours 
be the bleſſedneſs of being un- 
der the government of Him 
who knows all the avenues to 
war ſouls, and is ever preſent 
with us, to moderate our de- 
ſires, quicken our endeavours, 
Iupport us amidſt thoſe dangers 
to which we are continually 
expoſed. I am 0 
435 Tour, &c. 
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MADAM, 
* 


nF all the diſc cQVeries 
{ 0 made by the — 
HR God, there is none chat 
we receive with warmer grati- 
tude, than the proſpect he hath 
opened to us of immortal life. 
It is the diſtinguiſhing excellence 
of the Chriſtan diſpenſation, to 
bring life and immortality to 
light, But the chief preju- 
dice in the minds of libertines 
againſt the Goſpel, is the clear 
account it contains of the joys 


a terrours of a future ſtate. 


N 4 A noble 
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A noble Lord wrote five vo- 
lumes, to weaken the belief of 
it; and another of the ſame rank 
acknowleges, That his averſion 
from the GoſpeT' is founded in the 
diſcovery it hath made of a ſtate 
of retribution. If we trace to 
it's ſource the high admira- 
tion in which many affect to 
hold the philoſophy of the an- 
cients, it will be found to ori- 
ginate in it's ſilence concerning 
the ſame doctrine. Hence alſo, 
the zeal of philotophers, tor the 
innate beauty of virtue. A bad 
man 1s hurt by the 1dea of re- 
tribution. It is diſreliſhed by 
a man of doubtful character. 
A profligate recollects it with 
Horrour : but a man of true 
ſpirit, will rejoice to know the 
final reſult of things. He com- 
| ang miſerates 
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miſerates the weakneſs of thoſe 
who would hold anotber life, 
as an uncertainty, juſt. as we do 
the timidity of dying men, who 
inſiſt with their friends upon 
being flattered with the hopes 
of a recovery. 


If we had no ground of Howe 
but the uſe we may make of 
our own powers; the ridicule 
with which a philoſophical Peer 
treats the ambition of mankind, 
in aſpiring to immortality, at 
the hazard of eternal damnation, 
might be well founded. But 
if his Lorcſhip had given any 
degree of that attention to the 


Goſpel of Peace, which he gave 


to the Peace of Utrecht, he muſt 
have feen how improperly his 


* was applied. He would 
| have 


186 Final Retribution. Let. 1g. 


have diſcovered, that we launch 
into eternity, upon the invita- 
tion, and under the protection, 
of the Son of God. — Of him 
who, by his Miracles, demon- 
ſtrated his Ability; and, by his 
Death, his Willingneſs, to ſecure 
our happineſs —Of him, who 
is exalted to the right hand of 
God, and poſſeſſed of ſovereign 
Dominion over all. Safe under 
tered by the merit of his obedi- 
ence and ſufferings, — ſecure in 
the fidelity of has ſafe conduct; 
the ſoul, that adheres to him, 
proceeds through life with cou- 
Tage and confidence, encounters 
death without terrour, and ſtands 
before the tribunal of God, hum+ 
bly depending upon his relation 


20 his „ n his Judge. 
| cious 
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Conſcious of a patient conti- 
nuance in well- doing, though 
conſcious alſo of numberleſs 
failures and defects, the Chriſ- 
tian, from his union with Chriſt, 
derives à ſettled tranquillity of 
mind, with an immunity from 
the terrours of death. e, who 
hath been taught of God to die 
to ſin, and to be crucified to 
the world, will welcome his 
change; and, at death, liftuphis 
head with joy, < knowing that 
his — nigh. * 


Among the ancients, wiſe 
men, unenlightened by the 
'Gofpel, have triumphed in the 
| & of that bleſſed day; 
vrhen, diſmiſſed from the body, 
and eſcaping from the buſtle, 
awd TOP croud below, they 

: ſhould 
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ſhould mingle with heroes and 
demigods, explore the arcana 
of nature, and ſee, at once, all 
the beauties of the univerſe, 
with rapture and delightful 
aſtoniſhment! If they, whoſe 
ardent wiſhes of immortality 
were their ſtrongeſt arguments 
for it, could quit this world 
with tranſport and exultation; 
ſhall not the cleareſt diſcoveries, 
ſupported by the moſt undoubt- 
ed authority, inſpire the Chriſ- 
tian with joys more ſincere, in 
proportion as they are better 


| founded? 


To behold the up of 
religion, and the final period 
of vice: An end of all the dif- 
orders and miſeries produced 
by the latter, and the glory and 
| | perfection 


Y 
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perfection of the former 
To be brought unto Mount 
Zion, to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, to the general 
aſſembly and church of the 
firſt-born, to Jeſus the Media- 
tor of the covenant, and to God 
the Judge of all.— To feel our- 
ſelves qualified for, and admit- 
ted into, ſuch a company, muſt, 
to the ſoul formed for ſoci- 
ety, ,and for friendſhip, impart 
Joys - tranſcending conception. 
That virtue ſhould attain this 
high degree of perfection, under 
the government of a Being ab- 
ſolutely perfect, is a natural 
ſentiment. It occurred to the an- 
cient ſages. Bold, concerning 
it were their conjectures: The 
proſpect rouſed their 'curiohty, 
fired their ambition, and afforded 
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them ſupreme delight. But it's 
reality could be aſcertained only 
by revelation. 


Upon what other foundation 
ean the abſolute certainty of an 
event, ſo far tranſcending our 
moſt elevated conceptions, be 
eſtabliſhed? We wiſh for a 
happineſs more perfect, and 
more durable, than is to be 
expected on earth. But we 
have not ſeen God, at any time; 
and have no idea of happineſs, 
in a ſtate better ſuited to our 
nature, than this ſublunary 
ſyſtem. We know that fleſh 
and blood, as they now are, 
cannot inherit the kingdom of 
heaven. Therefore, neither 
any original feritiment in our 
nature, nor any reaſon from 
probability or experience, could 

ſuggeſt 
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ſuggeſt, that we ſhall, one day, 
be made completely happy in 
a ſtate unknown, —in the im- 
mediate preſence, likeneſs, and 
friendſhip of the Great God, 
whom no fleſh can ſee and 


live. Before our moſt ſoaring 


thoughts, and ſanguine delires, 
could riſe ſo high, we muſt 
have had full aſſurance, that, 
after a diſſolution, the body 
ſhall be reftored to life;—that 
the ſoul is to ſurvive that diſſo- 
lation;—that a. reunion is to 
enſue, and that, after ſuch re- 
union, the whole man ſhall be 
capable of a ſtate of growing 
perfection and bliſs, during 
eternity. To demonſtrate theſe 
points, were à problem too 
hard for our unaided reaſon, 
with all the preſumptions _— 
2 m 
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from the preſent ſcene of things, 
in favour of the diſcovery. 


But it 18 alleged, That the 
„ future exiſtence of human 
„ fouls was believed, upon phi- 
„ loſophical principles, before 
the promulgation of the Goſ- 
« pel.” The Goſpel was, in 
part, promulgated immediately 
after the apoſtacy of man. 
From this ſource, the belief of 
heroes going to the gods, at- 
ter death, was propagated long 
before the names PHILOSOPHY 
and PHILOSOPERS were known 
in ancient Greece and Rome. In 
this perſuaſion, altars were e- 
rected, ſacrifices and interceſ- 
ſions were offered up, and 
various other modes of homage 
Enn for procuring the 
removal 
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removal of public and private' 
calamities. . 


This belief did not derive. 

it's origin from philoſophy :: - 
For, by many, the exiſtence- 
of incorporeal ſubſtance was: 
denied, and the diſſolution of 
the ſoul with the body affirmed- 
by many more. 'The gods, with. 
whom . departed ſouls - were 
ſaid to conſort, were gods, 
whoſe fathers and mothers are 
recorded, by name, in their ſyſ— 
tems of Mythology; who had 
lived and died, and were after- 
wards enrolled in the liſt of new 
deities, Departed ſpirits. were 
ſaid to be actuated by the ſame; 
paſſions; employed in the ſame: 
exerciſes, and regaled with the 
ſame groſs ſenſual enjoyments, 
as when they were in the body. 
Oe” lh That 
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That moſt virtuous, and moſt 
illuminated ſe& of ancient 
times, the Stoics, refined a 
little upon this idea of a future 
ſtate. But what was the opinion 
which they adopted? What did 
| ſubſtitute? They main- 
tained, that all particular ſouls 
were, after death, to be abſorbed 
into, -or incorporated with, the 
general ſoul of the univerſe; a 

tenet which infers the loſs of 
a diſtin perſonal exiſtence, 
and approaches near to either 
nonſenſe or atheiſm. * 5 


The Chriſtian . 28 re- 
vealed in the Goſpel, lays open 
the proſpect of better Company; 
and of honours, ſervices, and 
Joys, beyond the comprehen- 
fron of the moſt penetrating 

— The belief of 
that 
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that glorious event, is not 
founded upon the ſenſe of am- 
biguous phraſes, eaſily capable 
of another meaning, by the 
refinements of a plauſible cri- 
ticiſm. It is founded upon in- 
conteſtible facts: upon theReſur- 
rection, Aſcenſion, and Exalta- 
tion of Jeſus, our Mediator, and 
Forerunner, © who ſhall, i in due 
time, return to receive us to 
„ himſelf, that we may, for 
ever be where be now is. 


May we always cheriſh thoſe 
ſceds of piety and virtue, which 
then will, attain N and 
SIR, | 

I am, - 
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by MADAM, 


S$S=XERE we clas up 


i W 3 into the third heavens, 
K to ſee what paſles 
there, we ſhould want language 
to communicate our thoughts; 
for they are things unutterable. 


Our judgement of things is ſo 


much under the influence of 


ſenſible objects; and the im- 


preſſions made upon us by our 
bodily organs are ſo habitual 
to us, that, in condeſcenſion 
to our © weakneſs, Revelation 
conveys to our minds ideas of 


celeſity) bliſs, by ſpeans of ima- 


> > ges 


74 


— 


* 20 © „ a 


Let. 20. Final Retribution: 197 


ges borrowed from the nobleſt 
external objects, but diſtin- 
guiſhed by the moſt excellent 
properties. Rivers of pleaſure 
that flow for ever, —riches that 
are durable, where moth cannot 
corrupt, nor thieves break 
through, and ſteal ;—free from 
internal decay, and ſafe from 
outward violence, an inheri- 
tance everlaſting, a city that hath 
foundations, a kingdom that 
cannot be moved;—crowns of 
righteouſneſs, and glory, that 
fade not away. — Theſe are 
grand emblems of the felicity 
of Heaven, and convey to us 
ſentiments, though inadequate to 
the object, yet expreſſive of the 
compleat happineſs of the bleſſ- 
ed, and intimate that all our 
powers of perception will be ſa- 
tis ſied to the utmoſt. 

O 3 But 
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But ſuch as have formed, by 
obſervation and experience, a 
uſt eſtimate of things, muſt be 


ſenſible that the happineſs of 


heaven cannot conſiſt merely 
in the pleaſures of ſenſe and 
imagination, Even here below 
we feel theſe cannot make us 
happy. Ofthis, allwho are fur- 
nuhed with the means, and 
daily make the experiment, 
are intimately ſenſible. | A con- 
ſcious integrity, the efteem 
of the wile and the good, 
the favour of God, —theſe are 
eſſential, internal, unalienable 
goods, which may be height- 
ened by adventitious circum- 
ſtances, but are independant” of 
them. In them the bliſs and 
glory of mankind really conſiſt, 
and they are, in the good man, 

a2 well 
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« a well of living water, ſpring- 
« ing up unto eternal life.“ 


At that bleſſed period, the 
weak, doubting, but well-in- 
tentioned chriſtian, will have his 
title to favour fully recogniſed. 
khe righteous, perſecuted by 
calumny and eavy, ſhall ſhine 
forth as the ſun.—Martyrs will. 
receive the crown of righteouſ- 
neſs from the hands of the 
Righteous judge: Thoſe that 
once groaned under the weight 
of ſpiritual domination, and had 
been caſt out by bigotry and ſu- 
perſtition, ſhall be cloathed in 
white garments. Joy, ſurpaſſing 
comprehenhon, ſhall diffuſe 
itſelf through all the ſubjects of 
thekingdom of God; © joys which. 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
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4 heard, nor hath it entered into 
e the heart of man to conceive.” 


If the doctrine of the reſur- 
rection of the body had been 
diſcovered by ſome venerable 
ſage, or had the curious anti- 
quary brought it to light, from 
ſome fragment of remote anti- 
quity; men of taſte would have 
received it with the higheſt en- 
comiums. But, being expoſed 
to the view of the vulgar, in a 
book to which all have equal 
acceſs, it is regarded only by 
the wiſe. Had our philoſophers 
the curioſity to which they 
pretend, they would have in- 
veſtigated, from the cuſtoms of 
remote ages, the bias that is 
in human nature, to the doc- 
trine of the Reſurrection. The 
ancient nations regarded a de- 
* cent 
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cent funeral, as a matter of 
high importance, and the want 
of it as a real injury to the ſpirit 
of the deceaſed. To diſturb the 
aſhes, or violate the ſepulchres 
of the dead, they believed to 
be a moſt injurious impiety. 
They apprehended that the re- 
lation between the Soul and 
the Body, ſubſiſts after death. 
Did they think that there was 
no happineſs, unleſs both the 
conſtituent parts of man be 
treated with propriety and re- 
ſpect! Or was the reverence, 
care, and tenderneſs, ſhown 
the body, founded in an ori- 
ginal revelation of the doctrine 
of the Reſurrection? And, 
was the tradition forgotten, 
whilſt the -rites ns oe it 
were obſerved? 


— 


In 
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plicit manner, hath the Lord 
Jeſus inſtructed us in this doc- 
trine; and ſo connected it with 
the truth of his own Reſur- 


rection, that they muſt ſtand 
or fall together. His Apoſtle 
hath alſo aſſured us, that our 
bodies being liberated. from the 


laws of. groſs matter, we ſhall. 


tual natures. Men of taſte, 
who inveſtigate the hiſtory of 
nature, would have employed 


their reſearches with advantage 


to. themſelves, and to mankind, 


if they had puſhed their in- 


quiries farther into the ſublima- 
tion of matter, and into thoſe 
laws, whereby ſublimated bodies 
move ſo different from thoſe 
to which our corporeal frame is 


ſubjected. 


] 
t 
| 
| 
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ſubjected. Had they elucidated 
the doQrine of the reſurrection, 
by a more full and plain account 
of thoſe fyſtems, the exiſtence 
of which they havedemonſtrated, 
they would have performed a 
ſubſtantial ſervice to the world. 
Cloathed with a vehicle of this 
nature, our ſouls ſhall nolong- 
er be retarded, but aſſiſted in 
performing the will of God, 
as the angels do in heaven. 
Delivered from all the effects of 
that univerſal corruption, with 
which human nature is now ſo 
deeply defiled, the faint ſhall ſhine 
forth in all the [majeſty of his 
divine original, and, m every 
movement and lineament, ex- 
preſs his inherent excellence. 
Jarring elements ſhall enter no 
more into the compoſition of 
SHO | his 
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his body; the ſeeds of diſeaſes, 
and death, ſhall be wholly era- 
dicated; and he ſhall live, and 
reign for ever, in MAP Ae. 
fable! | 


; The Chriſtian now Le 


down with infirmities, with di- 


ſeaſes, and old age, revives, and 


is conſoled with this joyful 
proſpe& of relief. But moſt of 
all do we rejoice in the hope of 
being delivered from thats x diſ- 
orders of mind, wherewith all 
ſtruggle, and which but few 
overcome; becaule their ſtrength 
is laid in our preſent conſtitu- 
tion. O the happy period, 
when ſenſe, imagination, and 
all the powers now combined 
againſt the intereſts of virtue, 
ſhall, unite together in it's fa- 
7 four. 
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vour.— Knowledge ſhall be im- 
proved into certainty; —faith 
into viſion; — hope into frui- 
tion;—our bodies fhall be fa- 
ſhioned like unto Chriſt's Glo- 
rious Body, -whoſe face ſhone 
brighter than the ſun, - and 
whoſe raiment was whiter than 
the light! How can your heart 
contain that joy and triumph, 
which now expand your breaſt 
upon the proſpect of that glo- 
rious day, in which the Lord 
Jeſus, will come to be glorified 
- in his ſaints, and admired in all 
them that love him? 


„„ 
Your, &c. 


e 


bor nene 


7 
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open to the view of 
mankind in Holy Scripture, 
it muſt appear an object highly 
worthy the purſuit of every 
rational and conſiderate creature. 
Can our men of ambition think 
of any thing ſo well calculated 
to gratify, in the higheſt degree, 
their ruling paſſion? They 
are ndt men of taſte, who do 
not here diſcern beauty and ex- 
cellence of the higheſt refine- 
ment. Let our men of honour 
Tecogniſe the dignity and glo- 
- + 4 - | F 17 


M the pro pedt of 
celeſtial Glory, laid 
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ry to which the ſaints ſhall be 
advanced at the period under 
conſideration, as the ſupreme 
object of a mind generous and 
truely elevated. The wile, and 
ſuch as carefully conſult their 
own intereſt, will find it moſt 
effectually ſecured, by employ- 
ing all their cares, toils, and 
3 in the attainment of 

happineſs infinitely ſurpaſs 
fing all their deſires. 


To your good ſenſe, Madam, 
tet me appeal; whether you can 
-conceiveit poſſible that the inven- 
tion of men could have deviſed 
the repreſentation of the celeſ- 
tial Glory contained in the Re- 
velation of God? But admit 


ting that the report in the Go 
el is uncertam; a man of 


judgement 
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judgement will conſider it as 
more worthy all his deſires and 
endeavours, than any other 
object that can be propoſed to 
his hopes. If in this there were 
at equal degree of uncertainty 
with our other purſuits, a man 
of ſenſe would · give thĩs the pre- 
ference ? Magnificence and 
grande; fame and renown, 
powet- and dominion, ſteptres 
And eroW d, are fought at every 
hazard. Uncertainty is the in- 
ſeparable concomſtant of all 
earthly” purſuits; aid, though 
the ſame f uncertainty attended 
our aſpiring to the heavenly 
bliſs,” can the one beat any com- 
pariſon with ue“ other? To be 
ranked among the friends of 
the Lord Jſeſus,. to ſee him as 
he is/2-10 be Ike bim z chat 


O 
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on earth .can be oma to 
this! 


In what light can we behold 
hbertines, and licentious talk 
ers! What will men of ſpirit 
think of thoſe who employ all 
their powers to diſcredit this 
doctrine? Will men ef judge- 
ment beſtow upon them their 
attention? Can they eſcape the 
diſpleaſure and contempt of the 
friends of ſociety? Men of li- 
beral ſentiments wall, and muſt; 
look upon them as the avowed 
enemies of their country. 


Such as are not willing to 
think deeply, upon religious ſub- 
jects, conſider the happineſs of 
the righteous, as the natural 
SS. of virtue, under the 

P 


govern- 
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government of abſolute good- 


neſs. Nor would moſt men ex- 
cept to the, account of future 
retribution. given; in the goſpel, 
were there not alſo, in the ame 


goſpel, a repreſentation, of, the 
puniſhment of the wicked ,T 4 
is terrible. It is ſhocking. Hut 
this is 29 argument, againſt 
the certainty-of; the. enent. If 
a diſtinQiqn between the uſt. 
and unjuſt Muſt finally take 
place, and if the felicity of the 
former is ſuch as Suripture de- 
ſeribes, ſuch alſo muſt be the 
miſery f the latter. Without 
the doſpel, we could not have 
purſued our inquiries, confor- 

mably, in any degree, 0, the 


nature of things; but the repre- 


ns cannot, 


ſentation - it contai 


now, be 8 All that 


; infidels 
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infidels have offered, in proof of 
the contrary, amounts to— no- 
thing at all. The boldeſt, and 
p the ableſt writer among 
them, allows that, After all, 
things may come to this paſs.“ 
He, indeed, lays hold of Mr. 
Locke's opinion of matter, and 
from our ignorante of the whole - 

of the divine ceconomy,” inſinu- 
ates that, Poſſibly, it may be 
< otherwiſe.” But will any man, 
of a common 2 reſt in 
n 4 net | 


5 8 very late dende Fam 
thinker urges the Divine good- 
neſs againſt our Saviour*s account 
of future puniſhments. But 
may not the juſtice of his ideas 
of the Divine goodneſs be queſti- 
_-oned? Divines of the laſt age 
ls 1 4 are 
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are thought to have given harſh 
repreſentations of the divine 
attributes. To take off theſe 
impreſſions, this, and former 
writers have exalted, and ex- 
tended, the attribute of good- 
neſs; and to it alone, they would 
engage the attention of the hu- 


man mind. But they have run 


into one error, by labouring to 
correct another. It is not by 
conſidering things in the ab- 
ſtract, that we always moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully inveſtigate the truth. 
Ought not our philoſophers to 


have paid ſome attention to the 


otherattributes of God:? Regard 
is alſo due to his -preſent viſible 
adminiſtration, where indeed is 
goodneſs, exuberant goodneſs ! 
but a due mixture of ſeverity, 


is no leſs confpicuous. One 


tranſ- 


= * 
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tranſgreſſion of the divine law 
mvolves men in irretrievable 
miſery through life. Infamy, 
and abſolute ruin, are the con- 
ſequences of ſingle deviations. 
from the rules of truth and ju- 
ſtice. The leaſt attention to 
the hiſtory of mankind, to the 
misfortunes and calamities of 
thoſe within the circle of our 
own acquaintance, prove the ſe- 
verity exerciſed towards offen- 
ders, here in this ſtate of diſ- 
cipline, where the intereſts of 
the good and bad are blended: 
What then may be expected, in 
à ſtatè of retribution, where they 
ar m for ever „ 

1238 {> 

15 The ſp coulinions of dogma- 
tical * againſt the du- 
ration of the puniſhment of ſin- 
P:3 ners,, 


214 Final Retribution. Let. 21. 


ners, are idle and impertinent. 
Who hath faculties to carry him 


into the depths of eternity? 
What. aid or encouragement 
have we from revelation, to 
purſue ſuch inquiries? Clear and. 
determinate are the ideas con- 
language, by our Saviour: But 
they by no means juſtify the 
bold deductions: of abſtract rea- 
ee are plainly intend- 
if. the ene eanduct of. 
life. 


7 The ad: is evidently. 
Lale and theilaf ſeene of the 
preſent drama. Who will in- 
terpoſe for the miſerable, when 
the Son hath delivered up the 
Kingdom to the Father? — 7 
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muſt ſuffer, till they have paid 
the uttermoſt farthing. 


They are no philoſophers, 
who have objeQted with ſo much 
acrimony to the unquenchable 
fire threatened by our Saviour. 
For it is eafy to conceive a pe- 
netrating flame, adapted to a 
ſubtil fyſtem of matter, of the 
duration or extinction of which, 
like that of the ſun, we ean 
form no idea. 


To offenders againſt laws, 
_ eonfeſſedly reaſonable and juſt, 
nothing is more diſagreeable 
than the idea of punithment.. 
They wiſh to be — 
from it altogether; or, if that 
cannot be expected, they 2 
Why are not painful puniſh= 
24 ments. 
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ments mitigated, and thoſe 
* of a long duration, ſhorten- 


ed? An eminent * Father of 


the church takes notice of an 
objection, which was an old 
one even in his time. It is, 


That no proportion is ob- 
ſerved between the time al- 


* lowedas a ſtate of trial, and 
an eternal puniſchment.“ 


But the ordinary period of hu- 


man life, if well improved, is 
long enough to prepare for an 
unchangeable ſtate. An end- 

leſs reward promiſed, and a 
puniſhment = equal duration 
threatened, amount to the 
ſtrongeſt motive imaginable in 
favour of a religious practice. 


A life of ten thouſand n 
2 V | » Augutie De Civitate bei. - "y 2 


-- 


"> 4 them 
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ſpent amiſs, would but ſubject 
the tranſgreſſor to a degree of 
ſuffering, proportioned to the 
long- continued abuſe of the 
Divine, -goodneſs and patience; 
Therefore, with reſpe& both to 
the faithful and the diſobe- 
dient, God hath manifeſted 
much mercy in appointing a 
ſhort ſeaſon of trial: and when 
that ſhort,” but precious and ir- 
revocable, ſeaſon is ſpent in a 
manner contradictory to all the 
known obligations ariſing from 
duty and intereſt, what re- 
mains, but that the penalty 
threatened, and by the tranſ- 
greſſor wilfully incurred, ſnould 
be inflicted? Even in civil con- 
ſtitutions, an offence committed 
in a moment of time, is often 
en worthy of perpetual 

MA 2 impriſon— 
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impriſonment, exile, or flavery; 
nay, of the forfeiture even of life 
itſelf. The humane and mer- 

eiful pronounce ſuch puniſh- 
ments, in many caſes, = 
though they are in ſome ſenſe 
eternal, as they continue in 
force while the criminal is a | 
fubject of civib government. 
Equitable laws do not propor- 

tion penalties to the time ne- 

ceſſary for perpetrating a crime, 

nor 2 to the nature of the 

deed done, but to the intention 

ef the mind, which, (in the 

higher inſtances of violating 

moral laws, is always the real 

delinquent. The hand which. 

ga deed of injuſtice 


perpetrate 
er cruelty, is but 'the paſſive 
N e ee 
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Abſtracting 
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Abſtracting from all poſitive 
laws, and. their penalties, tran- 
* acts of violence commit 
againſt the laws af nature, 
. produce ſuch an exquiſite 
and laſting remorſe-of —— as 
is never to be removed, but by 
the comforts ariſing from true 
penitence,. and from the afſur- 
ance of the Divine forgiveneſs. 
M nn in 4132506349 £15 

To you: Vain conzectures, and 
all over-refined abſtract diſqui- 
ſitions, concerning the admi- 
niſtration of the Supreme Being, 
muſt appear frivolous and ab 
ſurd. It becomes us with hum 
ble reverence, to contemplate 
the ſurrounding, monuments of 
the Divine Majeſty, power, 
wiſdom, and immenſe goodneſs; 
and alſo of the awful ſeverity of 
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his juſtice. With modeſty and 
fobriety of judgement, it be- 
comes us to acquieſce in thoſe 
diſcoveries which he hath made 
of his moral government. All 
unwarranted deciſions concern- 
ing them, favour more of pre- 
ſumption, than of humility and 
wiſdom. They ſurpaſs the narrow 
limits of human comprehenſion, 
but perfectly coincide with our 
naturaf ſentiments of his glory 
ald greatneſs. 19; 
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41 


Ne it N! all 


Rr you. were not diſtin- 
1 | guiſhed by a juſt con- 
A tempt of that artificial 
delicacy, which is affected by 
too many of your ſex and rank; 
I would not proceed to vindicate 
the repreſentation ' given in 
Scripture of the final puniſh- 
ment of ſinners. But to you 
no part of revelation can be of- 
fenſive. Happy were it if this, 
and every other excitement to 
virtue, were received without 
prejudice by all. 8 

| Such 
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Such as now deſpiſe the 
threats, contemn the doctrines, 
and trample upon the laws of 
the Son of God, will fee him 
coming in the clouds of hraven 
with power and great glory. 
They will mourn, and, involved 
in terror and diſtraction, will 
call to the mountains and rocks, 
to cover them from his face, and 


hide chem from his wrath. 


The: folly, the tteachery, the 


odiouſneſs of theit' vices, will 


then appear f alt Weir dread- 


ful enormitie. 


The fubjects of their mirth 
will; then become fubjects of 
deep concern: their contempt 
of the Grace of the Goſpel, will 
Pierce their Hearts. They ſee 
numbers whom they formerly 
! treated 
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treated with diſdain, riſing on 
every hand, reſplendent with 
luſtre of body and mind, hilſt 

they ſtand trembling at a diſ— 
tance.— Others they behold poſ- 
ſeſſed of that glory, they fool- 
iſhly rejected -im their ene- 
my who might have been their 
friend for ever ſeparated from 
him for vain trifles, ſhameful 
pleaſures, ſordid gains, which 
now. fting as a viper: — af con- 

ſpire to render theit ſtate a con- 
dition of ©, weeping, wailing, 
* and:ignaſhing of teeth.“ 


Whilſt the prodigal is fur- 
niſhed with the means of ex- 
travagance, he laughs at the 
corny of his friends, and the 
eproaches of his own mind are 
felt by but i in a tranſtent manner; 

but 
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but when he is certified. that he 
is abſolutely ruined,. he feels 
his miſery. Whilſt the blood 
of the voluptuarx r idly cir- 
culates, and his conſtitution re- 
tains it's vigour, he riots With 
thoughtleſs ; Joy; but he is Over- 
whelmed with conſcious infamy, 
when his ſtrength, health, and 
_ conſtitution, are irretrievably 
loſt. But why do we. employ 
alluſions, which, muſt, fall infi- 
nitely ſhort of the. miſeries of 
the wicked. They loſe their 
ſouls, and to this no loſs. can 
be compared. Inſenſibility y, and 
2- certain, callouſneſs, induced 
upon the mind, have ſurmount- 
ed I all the misfortunes of life. 
But what ſhall divert the atten- 
tion, or mitigate the diſtreſs, of 
a man who has. loſt his . 
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* * 
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The rich man in the Goſpel, 
is not charged with groſs vice. 
Good living (as it is falſely 
of the 
rpoſes of his being, 
was the object of his heart. 
He is diſappointed of happineſs, 
and the combuſtion, raiſed by 
his enraged reflections, pro- 
duces a requeſt of a drop of 
water to cool his tongue. But 
he is ſeparated for ever from con- 
ſolation and from Lazarus. The 
diſtance to which bad men ſhall 
be removed from the ſociety of 
— good, as it is eſſential to the 

happ Sinef of the latter, muſt 
hes ghten the miſeries of the 2 


mer. Scarcely can we co 


| miſery! comparable to that of crea- 


tures, roy ubreftninedr Mons | 


are irrititedand inflamet againſt 


Q one 
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one another to the higheſt de- 
gree. Their own injuries, and 


the eauſe of Juſtice; will, by 
them, be OE ee re- 


venged. - | h Shae et 


roemer 30 3:44 DAB 64497 
Men who think Goperficiilly, 
and judge of characters and ac- 
tions only By their immediate 
viſible effects, form a very falſe 
judgement concerning the malig- 
nity of impiety, and vice. If a 
mat is not an oppreſſor or a vil- 
lain, he is accounted harmleſs, 

and he is ſaid to hurt 
but hümſelf. But, in fact, the 
pernicious influences of ixiety 
and vice often affect numberleſs 
multitudes, ſpread far and wide, 
and reach to an unmeaſurable 
length. A vain diſſipated lux- 
urious life, heedleſs of God, and 
regardleſs 
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regardleſs of Religion, and it's 
inſtitutions, ,, is, perhaps, the 
moſt injurious to ma 
The injuries done by ſuch an 
example, will then be 

felt —and muſt be remembered 
by the miſerable ſufferers with 
keen reproaches, and execra- 
tions. Extenſive is the influence 
of the great; and the example 
of ſuch as are the inſtructors of 
others, diffuſes itſelf thro' all 
degrees. But all, in every rank, 
who have contributed to diſ- 
countenance piety and virtue, 
and to bring vice and folly to 
repute, muſt, in proportion, ex- 
perience the upbraidings, and 
ſarcaſms, of ſuch as are the vic- 
tims of their ſeduction. There 
is, in vice, a contagion which 
works miſehief all around. E- 


2 very 
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very bad man is tainted, and 
diffuſes the diftemper with 
vrhich he himſelf is infected. 
Wicked men are continually 
injurious to one another; often 
do they retaliate' their mutual 
injuries; and, by revenging their 
common wrongs, give vent to 
their miſeries. Who can de- 
ſeribe the horrors of that place, 
in which the rage and indig- 
nation of every individual are 
excited to the utmoſt? All are 
fufferers, all are the execu- 
tioners, of the Divin ce! 
ut that this ſhall be the final 
fue. of a life of final i 
and wickedneſs, ds no. leſs-pro- 
bable, from the 
cies of things, than certain from 
the En God in the 
I" . AY?! Tt; 972 
© Happy 
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Happy are 'they whoſe lives 
are _innocefit,” and inoffenſtve;, 
whoſe examples are uſeful, and 
edifying! Circumſpection, and 
the moſt tender regard, to the 
eſſential intereſts of all with 
whom they are connected, will 
mark their charaQers; nor will 
they. diſguſt the gay and un- 
thinking; by ur which. 
are of little importance. 


Holineſs.by them will be dif-- 
played in all it's native beauties, 
and invite, by it's attractive 
powers, the flexible and unpre- 
judiced. Whilſt no counte- 
nance is given to vice, in a 
form, they will: allow for the 
weakneſs and infirmities of hu-- 
man nature, and them 
ſelves poſſeſſed” of that wiſdom: 


0 Ry 
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that, cometh from above. Tho' 
to the weak, they may, in cer- 
tain inſtances, find it neceſſary 
to become weak, they will ſhow 
no prediliction of ignorance, 
though well diſpoſed; but ma- 
nifeſt that preference which is 
due to erudition, politeneſs, and 
refined ſentiments, adorned with 
piety and virtue. Maintaining a 
conſtant regard to the final iſſue 
of human life, and all it's in- 
tereſts, they will give offence 
to none; and particularly guard 
againſt thoſe rigours and auſte- 
rities, in action or judgement, 
that tend to deter the unexpe- 
rienced from unaffected religion. 
Diſtinguiſhed by none of thoſe 
peculiarities, which make the 
good done by the weak- 
minded to be evil ſpoken of, 
8s - 7 they 
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they will habitually examplify 
that moderation and quietneſs 
of ſpirit, whereby genuine 
Chriſtianity can moſt effectually 
be promoted. A ſanctimonious 
outſide, employed as a covering 
for many internal and external 
corruptions, will, by them, be 
held in deteſtation. Nor will 
they much regard thoſe diftinc- 
tions, by which men of this 
character would aſſume to them 
ſelves a name, to which they 
are not intitled. Peace, cha- 
rity, and union in the Chriſtian 
Church, will be conſidered by 
them as eſſentials, never to be 
ſacrificed to the prepoſſeſſions of 
parties, or the intereſted or 

Fantaſtical views. of men, of any 
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LETTER XXII. 


MADAM, 


* has been propoſed to 
en your 9 is 
by the 3 wp his'own na- 


ture, in compaſſion to the mi- 
ſeries af apoſtate men, appoint- 


ech his only Son, by whom he 


made the Worlds, to be With 


him our Medistar. And, in 
conſideration of the 


tracted, and the puniſhment 
incutred by man, * he” laid 
upon him the inzquities of us 
all. * * offers — and 


* 


recon— 


1 


HE ſummary of alt that 


it On- 
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reconciliation, righteouſneſs, and 
life, through the expiation made 
by Chriſt Jeſus. Becauſe we 
are not onty weak, but wil- 
ful and perverſe offenders, the 
Son. of invites, and, by. 
the moſt cogent arguments, 
ſolicits our acceptance of the 
grace he hath purehaſed he 
alſo ſends forth nie Spirit ine ou \ 
hearts, to bring all things to 
our remembrance, to lead us 
into all truth, — to animate us 
to duty, — to conſole us in trou- 
ble. to ſupport us in our ſpi- 
ritual conflicts, and render us 
more than conquerors. W 


all power in heaven and 


earth, he erects his empire in 
W and, having provided 
r our deliverance 
fromthe wrath to come; is our 
— Mos: f 2 ſurety, 
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ſurety, to conduct us ſafely to 
a and darf, 

20, D286 1224 

4 Who, that ma his 1 
will object to this merciful diſ- 
1 All that are diſpoſed 
to enter into thoſe conflicts for 
immortality, to which we are 
called, will, with the moſt lively 
gratitude, embrace the Grace of 
the Goſpel, Men who are full 
of themſelyes, and: of worldly 
cares and pleaſures, will treat: 
the propoſal wich contempt. and 
the meſſengers of it with in- 
dignity and /- © hy Their 
ſhameful proceedings they cover 
and diſg 15 by every evaſion, 
which ſubtilty hy artifice can 
invent. But 8 race of 
God, through Chriſt Jeſus, there 


is ut), 008; ohjection. It lies 
obe : deep 
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deep in the heart. Why is an 
indolent man averſe. to buſineſs? 
—A coward, to brave and. ge- 
nerous actions ?—A profligate, 
to wiſdom and moderation? 
Only, becauſe they will not 
part with a. preſent, for a future 
enjoyment, tho' the former ean 
bear no compariſon with the 
latter. They will not bear a 
little Pete ble to avoid 
an intolerable miſery, that is re- 
mote. A covetous man will 
not give up with his prqjects 
of immoderate gain, becauſe it 
is painful to- him, even to think 
of i it; or of an other world. The 
ſenſualiſt will not abridge his 
pleaſures,” nor balk the inpor- 
tunity of his appetites, —becauſe 
it is painful. It is painful 
alſo — one 'habituated to an 
4,” indolent 
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indolent and effeminate life, to 
reconcile his mind to the dic- 
tates of e, 0 or common 
0 te” . Y | | | 


W iis: Foot. obfirudion, 
Nat be, almoſt univerſally en- 
tertained againſt the goſpel, and 
all the oppoſition, it meets with. 
among men, muſt. be aſcribed. 
Were men wiſe, they. would. 
commune with their own hearts, 
before they proceed to pro- 
nounce upon religion; for it is 
. awetully interreſting! Let the 
foes of religion ſay, with fairneſs 
_ candour, Are they willing 

to regulate their own conduct, 
by the dictates of conſcience ? 
He who is not willing to live 
by this ſtandard, ought not to 


preſume to judge of religion. 
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He is not qualified for judging. 
He counteracts what he him 
ſelf approves. He, therefore, 
never will be reconciled to a 
revelation, which perem bie d. 
obliges him to regulate his li 

according to this ftandard. The 
evidence of revelation,” how ful 
ever, will male no * 


05 muna uch as are 
inclined to conform their Hives 
to the dictates oy” 2 — 
will the more eaſily be perſuad- 
ed to embrace the ple They 
will yield up their Pad 
and, with theſe, all their objec- 
tions; for the latter derive their 
influence from the former. The 
truth meeting with leſs reſiſtance 
* the will, muſt operate it's 

due 
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due effect upon the et 


ing. Noni an Gs 

enen een. ig 
| What though the: difcipline 
of the heart, and the govern- 
ment of the life, be a Work of 


ſome difficulty? The paths of 


vice are not all pleaſantneſs and. 
peace. Men muſt. commit re- 


peated outrages upon them 
ſelves, before their choice is 


reconciled. to practices, which 
reaſon and conſcience condemn. 
Even after this difficult is over, 
the contriving of wickedneſs 
in the heart, the watching for 
opportunities of perpetrating it, 
and, upon the whole, abſtract- 
ing from all the miſeries conſe- 
quent to vice, the very fatigue 
and toil, inſeparable from the 
Practice of iniquity, muſt render 

5 at 
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it an inſupportable e 
Thoſe who have proceeded far 
in the gratification of unhallow- 
ed ' paſſions, muſt cbnfeſs that 
to have mottified them, at firſt, 
would have been much eaſier, 
than to indulge themſelves in 
all the licentiouſneſs of impiety. 
Here, or "hereafter, "the viola 
tion of conſeience mint produce 
pain; pain, from whieh even 
the woman re Exempted?” = 
But not to peak of thoſe, Who, 
with ſuch uawearied watch 
fulneſs and toil, nay, © With 
«© ſo much fear and trembling, 
give all diligence to work out 
their deſtruction,“ does it not 
require much ſelf-denial, much 
induſtry, a long and laborious 
exertion of res ron of reſolu- 


tion, 


240 Objeftions to the Grace Let. 2% 


tion, and enterpriſe, " to excel 
in any of the common arts of 
life? The elements of the libe- 
ral ſciences, too, are intricate; 
but, that porch: once paſled, all 
beyond is facility and pleaſure. 
Thoſe | occupations which are 
difficult in themſelves, and are 
attended with foreſeen dangers, 
men, who love caſe and diſen- 
gagement, as well as others, 
embrace with courage, and pur- 
ſue with enthuſiaſm, from the 
proſpect of riſing to affluence, 
eaſe, and 1 in the — 
grels of life. Though th 
is not founded on a you mo 
certainty of ſucceſs, yet, allured 
by hope, the expectant is de- 
termined to puſh through every 
obſtruction. Thoſe who are 
verſant in calculating the owe 
0 
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7 of (what is called) chance, judge 


it wiſe economy, to ſecure: a 
future increaſe of property by 
an expence which, on any other 
conſideration, would be pro- 
nounced ridiculous. In ſhort, 
in every plan of life, to make 
proviſion for futurity, is the 
profeſſed ſtudy of every conſi- 
derate mind. But ſhall the la- 
bours of godlineſs alone, tho” 
productive of the moſt valuable 
advantages, temporal and eter- 
nal, be neglected, ſhunned, and 
.dreaded, becauſe they are not 
performed without ſome degree 
of difficulty? Admitting all that 
can reaſonably be faid of our 
impotence, and of our averſion 
from goodneſs, {till Chriſt's yoke 
is in Tell eaſy. The renewed 
Soul feels it to be fo,. ether- 
| R wile 
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arg, eu he 0 di- 


| ores 1 caring it. Were 
we at due pains to 8 


our difaffection and prejudices 


againſt itz did we . faithfull 
Wa 05 1 pra lang = 


quia, * x ford: us 

re 2% MW B,; heave 2 
then we ſhauld, with 

ed pr 


the unjuſt notio it's bein 

impracticahle, 8 ſame ing 
gree of attention, induſtry, and 
zeal, which are neceſſary to 
make the expert tradeſman, 
the experienced merchant, or 
the accompliſhed general, exert- 
ed in the ſtudy and practice of 
 godlineſs, me crowned by the 
; Divine 
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